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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 16, 2014

President Obama announced his intent to nominate the following individuals to
key Administration posts:

Michelle K. Lee, Nominee for Under Secretary for Intellectual Property and Director
of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Department of Commerce
Michelle K. Lee is the Deputy Under Secretary and Deputy Director of the U.S. Patent and

Trademark Office (USPTO) at the Department of Commerce, a position she has held since
January 2014. Previously, she served at USPTO as the Director of the Silicon Valley Office from
2012 to 2013. In 2011, Ms. Lee was appointed by the Secretary of Commerce to serve as a
Member on the Patent Public Advisory Committee for USPTO. From 2003 to 2012, Ms. Lee
was the Deputy General Counsel and Head of Patents and Patent Strategy at Google Inc. She
was a Partner and an Associate at Fenwick & West LLP from 1996 to 2003 and an Associate at
Keker & Van Nest LLP from 1994 to 1996. Ms. Lee was a Judicial Clerk to Judge Paul R. Michel
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and to Judge Vaughn R. Walker in the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of California. Ms. Lee received a B.S. and an M.S. from
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a J.D. from Stanford Law School.
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