IMTERE (1)

EMBASSY OF JAPAN
INDIA

10th June 2022

Dear FSSAI field officers,

Subject: Request the benefit of the provisional measure for the import of Sake

Following communications between the Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India, FSSAI, and the Embassy of Japan, I have the honor of requesting smooth clearance of

the consignment of Sake, Japan's national alcoholic beverage.

The FSSAI and the Embassy agreed that the FSSAI allows the importer to import
Nihonshu, that is one of the GI registers of Sake in Japan, from Japan, provided that the
importer should submit the following documents to the FSSAI at the clearance as a part of the

clearance documents.

1) Provisional English translation of the public release of GI "Nihonshu" in Japan
2) Certificate of Analysis (CoA) provided that
a) it may be issued by any entity (is NOT required to be accredited by ISO17025), and

b) it must include a range of alcohol percentage of the product,

Sincerely Yours,
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Ikko/ WATANABE
First Secretary
(Food & Agriculture)
Embassy of Japan
New Delhi, India

Email; ikko.watanabe@mofa.go.jp
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Provisional Translation of Public Release of GI “Nihonshu”

Geographical Indication of Nihonshu

In accordance with the provision of Section 8 of the Labeling Standards (No,19 of
Notifications of the National Tax Agency in October 2015), the Commissioner of the National
Tax Agency hereby publishes the following GI registration prescribed by Section 2 of the
Labeling Standards established pursuant to the Article 86-6, section 1 of the Preservation of

Liquor Tax and Liquor Industry Associations Act (No. 7 act of 1953).

December 25, 2015
Hiroshi NAKAHARA, Commissioner of the National Tax Agency

GI Name Nihonshu

Production Place Japan

Category Sake (Seishu)




Production Standard

(Raw materials and production methods)

- Raw materials

The product must be made from sake ingredients as defined in
Article 3, Item 7 of the Liquor Act (No, 6 act of 1957).

Provided that

the product was made from rice koji and exclusively rice produced
in Japan.

- Production methods

The product must be produced in Japan by the sake production

method prescribed in Article 3, Item 7 of the Liquor Act.

(Category of alcoholic beverage)
Sake (Seishu)

(Characteristics of Nihonshu and Control method to maintain the
characteristics)

See below the URL published by the National Tax Agency, the
regulatory authority of alcoholic beverages.

https://www.nta.go.jp/english/taxes/liquor_administration/02_2.

htm

Others

The provisions of section 11 of the Labeling Standards shall not

apply to this GI.



https://www.nta.go.jp/english/taxes/liquor_administration/02_2.htm
https://www.nta.go.jp/english/taxes/liquor_administration/02_2.htm
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EMBASSY OF JAPAN
INDIA
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IMTERE (4)

EMBASSY OF JAPAN
INDIA

14th June, 2022

Dear Sir/Madam,

Subject: The provisional measure for the Sake import from Japan to India

The Embassy of Japan in India ("the Embassy") is pleased to inform you that the
Embassy reached an agreement with the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (the
FSSAI) regarding the procedures to import Sake from Japan to India under the regulation
introduced by the government order dated 11th October 2019 " Certificate of Analysis from

ISO 17025 accredited labs for testing of imported proprietary foods - reg."

1 Outline of the problem

Following the government order issued by the FSSAI dated 11th October 2019
(Order: File No. 1-1790/FSSAI/Imports/2019), on or after 1st January 2020, importers of
proprietary foods, including Sake importers, were requested to submit a Certificate of
Analysis (CoA) issued by ISO 17025 accredited labs (the new CoA regulation).

However, there is no ISO 17025 accredited lab in Japan for the requested parameters
by the new CoA regulation, and this caused severe difficulty in importing Sake from Japan to

India directly.

2 Embassy's Actions

The Embassy, with the cooperation of the National Tax Agency of Japan, the Japan
Sake and Shochu Makers Association, and other related parties, negotiated with the FSSAI to
resume imports of Sake smoothly.

The Embassy is pleased to inform you that the FSSAI and the Embassy agreed that
the FSSAI allows the importer to import Nihonshu, that is one of the GI registers of Sake in
Japan, from Japan, provided that the importer should submit the following documents to the

FSSAI as a part of the clearance documents at the clearance.

3 Necessary documents to import Sake

1) Embassy’s request letter (Attachment 1)



2) Provisional English translation of the public release of GI "Nihonshu" in Japan (Attachment
2).

3) CoA provided that
a) it may be issued by any entity (is NOT required to be accredited by ISO17025), and

b) it must include a range of alcohol percentage of the product,

4 Contact person of the Embassy

1) Name
Mr. Yuichi KOSHIKAWA, First Secretary
Mr. Ikko WATANARBE, First Secretary
Mr. Shun ITOSAKA, Second Secretary

2) Email address

jpemb-economic@nd.mofa.go.jp

Sincerely Yours,

Yuichi KOSHIKAWA
First Secretary
Economic Section

Embassy of Japan
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