
The Future of Innovation in Africa
-Seizing Business Opportunities Through Collaboration-

Organized by METI、JETRO

1.Opening Remarks
・Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (Japan)
・African government agency (to be coordinated)

4. Introduction of J-Bridge
Mio Kawada, 

Director-General of Invest Japan Department, JETRO

6.Closing Remarks
Nobuhiko Sasaki, Chairman of JETRO

Masatoshi Sakurai
Musashi Seimitsu Industry
e-PT Deveropment Dlv. e-PT Starategy Gr., Group Manager

5.Introduction of promising 
African startups 

3.Panel Discussion
“Creating Synergies through Collaboration -
Japanese companies talk about examples of 

partnerships with African companies”2.Dialogue
“Africa's Growing Startups and 

Innovation Ecosystem”

In 2021, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) and JETRO launched the Japan Innovation Bridge (J-Bridge), a business platform for the creation of international open innovation, to support collaboration
and alliance between Japanese and overseas companies in both the digital and green fields. To further promote this initiative, we seized the opportunity of the Eighth Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD8) and expanded the J-Bridge service deployment area to Africa from April 2022. And now, to commemorate this, we have decided to hold a J-Bridge Africa Launch Event prior to TICAD8.
This launch event will focus on the budding innovations in Africa and the local startup scene that is giving birth to them, and will introduce examples of pioneering collaborations between Japanese and African
companies, as well as promising local startups that are motivated to collaborate. We look forward to your participation.

Africa Launch Event

Thursday, August 4, 2022 7:00~8:45am (WET) / 8:00~9:45am (WAT) / 9:00~10:45am (CAT) / 10:00~11:45am (EAT) / 4:00~5:45pm (JST)

◆Event Format：Online（Zoom）
◆Language：Japanese and English (simultaneous interpretation)

◆Registration：here

Autochek（Nigeria/Mobility）

Olatunbosun Tijani
Co-creation Hub, Co founder and CEO

As a Nigerian-British entrepreneur and CEO of Co-
creation Hub, and a pan-African innovation enabler, 
he works at the forefront of linking open innovation 
and social capital. He was named as one of the 100 
most influential people on the continent by New 
African Magazine .

Ryosuke Yamawaki
Kepple Africa Ventures, General Partner

2008- Engaged in the establishment of the Embassy 
of Japan in Botswana. 2012- After an internship at 
Kenya Nut Company  (2011), he was engaged in 
M&A projects  in Africa in the Metal and Mineral 
Resources Division of MITSUI & CO., LTD.  2016-
MBA at Haas School of Business. Started a financial 
startup “Crediation” in Kenya in 2018, while at the 
same time managing Kepple Africa Ventures , a VC 
fund specializing in Africa, and has made a 
cumulative total of over 100 investments. In April 
2022, he ranked fourth as an investor for Africa by 
The Africa Report.

Daiki Sato
Mobility54 Investment SAS,Head of East Africa
Joined Toyota Tsusho Corporation in 2009. After working in the automobile-
related business, he has been engaged in the Africa business since 2013. After 
two stints in France, he has been stationed in Kenya since 2020. He was involved 
in the establishment of mobility54 , the Toyota Tsusho Group’s CVC for the 
African mobility sector, and is currently engaged in finding partners and creating 
synergies mainly in East Africa, as Director and Head of East Africa office . The 
investment includes OnePort365, an international logistics platform in Nigeria.

Akihiro Takamitsu
MITSUI & CO. EUROPE PLC General Manager, Nairobi Branch

Joined MITSUI & CO. in 1994. Since then, engaged in steel products (construction 
steel, line pipe, and related investment, M&A, etc. ). Stationed in India (Delhi and 
Mumbai) for three years from 2015. Since January 2021, he has been assigned as 
General Manager of the Nairobi Branch of MITSUI & CO. EUROPE PLC. Now 
seeking RE and SDGs related business opportunities in addition to logistics of steel, 
food, etc., and cooperation with investment destinations such as ETG . Last 
December, the company invested in KOMAZA, a startup developing a new 
commercial tree-planting business that utilizes the fallow land of small farmers.

Joined Musashi Seimitsu Industry in October 2008. After working in the sales of 
the current motorcycle business and sales for the current L&S (Linkage & 
Suspension) business for four-wheeled vehicles,  he was transferred to China in 
April 2012. He was also involved in the establishment and expansion of new 
plants in China, where the market was expanding. After returning to Japan in 
2021, he joined the Unicorn Project, an in-house new business, in August of 
the same year. The project is underway to deliver EV-Unit to ARC Ride, in 
which Musashi Seimitsu has invested.

Rology（Egypt/Health tech）
To address the global shortage of radiologists, Rology offers a remote radiology 
diagnostic platform that connects hospitals and test centers with radiologists 
online and has already partnered with more than 80 hospitals in Egypt.

Amitruck（Kenya/Logistics）

Provides a B2B platform that matches carriers and users for reducing the 
uncertainty and complexity of the logistics industry in Africa. Users and carriers 
can be matched on the application, and the status of transportation can also 
be checked.

Instadeep（Tunisia/AI）

Offers AI programs such as machine learning and predictive analytics, which 
are used in various sectors such as manufacturing, logistics, mobility, energy, 
and chemicals. Instadeep is also increasing its presence in overseas markets 
with track records including a joint work with Deutsche Bahn and a research 
cooperation with BioNTech.

Provides an online automotive marketplace. By using its original used car 
appraisal technology, Autochek enables customers to apply for car loans from 
70 partner financial institutions. The company has also developed a 
maintenance reservation system for repair shops to provide customers with 
safe and secure car-life support.

https://www.musashi.co.jp/en/
https://www.jetro.go.jp/form5/pub/jaa/jb_africa_event
https://jpn01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.autochek.africa%2Fng&data=05%7C01%7CYuri_Uchida%40jetro.go.jp%7Cb73a54fa9ebd46088ebf08da58eadc21%7C08b42e223a7740efa51b37104946de05%7C0%7C0%7C637920062982441773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r90cZ4soyBzsm2eZYtZQwH2rnnyC78nuO%2FqmXzkN5Uo%3D&reserved=0
https://cchubnigeria.com/
https://kepple-africa-ventures.com/
https://www.mobility54.com/
https://www.mitsui.com/jp/en/index.html
https://rology.health/
https://www.amitruck.com/
https://www.instadeep.com/

