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S.2198 Sec.321

SEC. 321. PATENT REFORM.

It is the sense of the Senate that--

(1) the United States Patent and Trademark Office should be provided with sufficient
resources to make intellectual property protection more timely, predictable, and
effective;

(2) the resources described under paragraph (1) should include a 20 percent increase in
overall funding to hire and train additional examiners and implement more capable
electronic processing; and

(3) Congress should implement comprehensive patent reform that--

(A) establishes a first-inventor-to-file system;

(B) institutes an open review process following the grant of a patent;

(C) encourages research uses of patented inventions by shielding researchers
from infringement liability; and

(D) reduces barriers to innovation in specific industries with specialized patent
needs.



