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Six Primary Divisions

• Attraction
• Export Assistance

Business Coaching

• Sustainability

• Infrastructure

• Resiliency

• Compliance

• Administration

BUSINESS AND 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

• Attraction

• Expansion

• Retention

OFFICE OF BROADBAND
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West Virginia in the new economy

West Virginia is on par 
with the U.S. average in 
personal income growth. 
Similar to other states, 
and the United States as 
a whole, gross domestic 
product (GDP) declined 
in 2020.
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Attractive for industry investment
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Pro business
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Improved business and tax climate

• Major reductions in business 
taxes over the past seven years, 
including the elimination of 
Business Franchise Tax

• Best Business Climate Ranking 
of surrounding states 
(2021 Tax Foundation)
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West Virginia, USA

• Centrally located in the 
Eastern United States

• 50% of US population and 
30% of Canada populations is 
within 800 km (500 miles)

• Extensive interstate highway 
system, river transportation 
and rail network
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Four-year 
institutions
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Community 
and 
Technical 
Colleges
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Next generation 
businesses 
that said 
#YesWV
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International Investment in West Virginia 2021
135 companies, 32 countries, 30,000 jobs
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Japanese Investment in West Virginia
Since 1986, the recruitment of Japanese investment has been 
a key part of West Virginia’s economic development strategy.

Total Japanese investment: $2.9 billion

Total Jobs: 4,732
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Aerospace 
Industry
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Automotive 
Industry
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Building 
Products 
Industry
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Chemical and 
Polymer Industry 
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Defense 
Industry
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Forest 
Products 
Industry
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Information 
Technology 
Industry
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Metals 
Industry



v



v



v

How we help

1. Building and 
site search, visits

2. Demographics, 
research

3. Single point 
of contact

4. Facilitate 
discussions with 
government, 
utility and 
service providers

5. Help navigate 
permitting process 

1. Candidate search, 
recruitment and 
screening

2. Job Training

3. Funding for 
recruitment & 
training

4. Apprenticeships

5. Community and 
technical college 
and university 
curriculum 
development 

1. Housing

2. Schools

3. Medical

4. Driver’s License

5. Japanese School 
& ESL

6. Food, shopping

7. Visa Applications

8. Recreation

1. Market Research

2. Trade mission 
and trade shows  

3. Export 
counseling, 
website 
development 
and grants

1. Loans

2. Tax incentives 

3. Infrastructure 
improvements



West Virginia Department of
Economic Development

State Capitol Complex

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Building 3, Suite 600

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 558-2234

westvirginia.gov


