
H.E. Ms. Misako Kaji has been 

appointed in September 2014 Am-

bassador,  Deputy  Permanent 

Representative  of  Japan  to  the 

United Nations and Other Inter-

national Organizations in Geneva, 

as well as head of the Japanese 

Consulate in Geneva. 

  

Could  you  please  introduce 

your professional experience? In 

which countries have you lived 

so far? 

As diplomat, we can have two 

types of experience: bilateral and 

multilateral  diplomacies.  I  have 

some experience in both catego-

ries but more in the latter.  

As  for  bilateral  diplomacies,  I 

have been assigned briefly in Lon-

don (United Kingdom), in Hanoi 

(Vietnam) and in Brussels. Brus-

sels is a multilateral capital but 

work at the Japanese Mission to 

the EU could be considered from 

the viewpoint of Japan heavily as 

bilateral diplomacy.  

As for multilateral diplomacy, I 

have been posted twice in New 

York to represent Japan in the 

United Nations meetings.  

I have also been seconded to the 

UNHCR as assistant to the High 

Commissioner for Refugees, Ms. 

Sadako Ogata here in Geneva, 13 

years ago.  

Switzerland NewsletterSwitzerland NewsletterSwitzerland NewsletterSwitzerland Newsletter    
Japan External Trade Organization 

Inside this 
issue 

“I encountered 
how Swiss 
people inter-
ested in and 
full of knowl-
edge of Japa-
nese culture” 
Interview with 
H.E. Ms. Mi-
sako Kaji, Am-
bassador, Dep-
uty Permanent 
Representative 
of Japan  

1
+
2 

February 12, 
2015 in Bern: 
Seminar on 
medical de-
vices 

3 

Fujisawa Sus-
tainable Smart 
Town 

3 

Message from 
Koichiro Na-
kamura, Direc-
tor General of 
JETRO Geneva 

4 

Japan’s cur-
rent economic 
situation 

3 

I S SUE  

JANUARY  
20 15  

69 

 

International  Labour  Organisa-

tion, the International Telecom-

munication  Union,  the  World 

Intellectual  Property  Organiza-

tion, as well as  the International 

Committee of the Red Cross, In-

ternational Federation of the Red 

Cross, and the International Or-

ganisation for Migration. 

 

What issues discussed at the 

United Nations are  the most 

important for Japan? 

It is difficult to say that one issue 

is more important for Japan than 

another.  

But if you are to choose one,  the 

preparatory process of the United 

Nations  World  Conference  on 

Disaster Risk Reduction which is 

to take place in Sendai, Japan, 

from March 14 to 18,  is underway 

here in Geneva. The Delegations 

of UN member states are discuss-

ing a  framework document  on 

how the international community 

could be more equipped to reduce 

the risk of natural disasters and 

reduce  the  number  of  human, 

economic and other losses, across 

the globe. Sendai is a city in the 

region  stricken by the 2011 Great 

East Japan Earthquake.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

What  are  your  current  re-

sponsibilities in Switzerland?  

I  have  two  responsibilities 

here.   

One is  the head of the Japanese 

Consulate  in  Geneva,  which 

covers  four  Cantons  of 

the  Romande  area:  Geneva, 

Vaud, Valais and Ticino. 

The other one is to represent 

Japan in some of the many UN 

conferences taking place here in 

Geneva, which include the Hu-

man Rights Council. I also over-

see Japanese government trans-

actions with such organisations 

as  the  United Nations   High 

Commissioner for Refugees, the 

World Health Organisation, the 
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It has been chosen to host this con-

ference so that the participants can 

witness how the whole region is 

rebuilding itself.  

Japan, a very disaster prone coun-

try, has taken the initiative in the 

past two decades.  

The World Conference on Disaster 

Reduction was convened in Yoko-

hama in 1994 and in Kobe in 2005 

which led to the adoption of the 

Hyogo  Framework  for  Action,  a 

practical document that world gov-

ernments can consult. The negotia-

tion underway in Geneva is to agree 

on its successor document for 2015 

and beyond,  to be adopted in Sen-

dai.  This  is  about  preparedness 

such as anti-seismic constructions 

which may cost more to build, but 

pay in the longer run, and to build 

back better after damage is caused 

by natural disasters.  

 

How do you foresee the Japanese 

economy and economic policies 

in general next year? 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe came 

up with a decisive economic strat-

egy,  named  three  arrows  of  the 

Growth  Strategy,  consisting  of 

monetary policy, fiscal policy and 

structural  reform.  This  strategy 

refers to various elements, includ-

ing the reconstruction, revitaliza-

tion of the economy and of local 

prefectures,  empowerment  of 

women, and corporate reform.  

We have a lot of targets for 2020: 

increase of women executives, of 

the number of foreign visitors and 
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What is your message to Swiss 

people and your wishes for 2015? 

In the past four months, I was im-

pressed  both  professionally  and 

personally  to  learn 

how  Swiss  people  are  inter-

ested in and full of knowledge of 

Japanese culture.   

I was asked to break a cask of sake 

with  a  small  hammer 

(Kagami  biraki  ceremony) 

at the Japanese Festival in Carouge, 

together with the Mayor of this 

city and the president of  Japan 

Club of Geneva, the organiser of 

the event.  Many people from the 

local  community  participated  in 

this  festival,  reaching  its  fourth 

edition with the generous coopera-

tion of the city. In every shop along 

the  street  of  Carouge,  Japanese 

calligraphy was displayed.  

Spontaneous,  positive  interest  in 

Japanese culture was heartwarm-

ing. 

As  a  message,  I  would  say  in 

French,  “Bonne continuation!” , ie 

"Keep up the good work!" 

  

What are your feelings in Swit-

zerland? Do you enjoy living in 

this country? 

Geneva is a suburban city in the 

bosom  of   beautiful  nature, 

rather than a big urban city. And it 

is a cosmopolitan city; we can see 

it not only in the United Nations, 

but also in our daily life. 

I enjoy the suburban and cosmo-

politan atmosphere of Geneva.  

“I encountered how Swiss people interested in and full of knowledge 
of Japanese culture”  
Interview with H.E. Ms. Misako Kaji, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan  

students,  and  of  in-

bound investment promotion, etc.  

Japan  experiences  two  economic 

challenges.  First,  it  has  to  fight 

against deflation and revitalize its 

economy. Second, it has to reduce 

the national debt and achieve fiscal 

consolidation. We need to increase 

taxes, but if we increase too much, 

it  would  damage  the  consump-

tion. Sustainable economic growth 

is  needed  to  resolve  these  chal-

lenges. 

That is why we need to strengthen 

the growth strategy and to imple-

ment various reforms, including the 

promotion of foreign investments 

and expertise. 

  

What will be the main Japanese 

events taking place in Switzer-

land in 2015? 

2014 saw the 150th anniversary of 

the establishment of the diplomatic 

relation between Switzerland and 

Japan. A variety  of activities under 

this umbrella took place in both the 

countries last year.  2015 is to build 

on these activities and further pro-

mote the colourful relationship. 

In terms of anniversary,  we will 

celebrate the 40th anniversary of 

the  Romande  Section  of  the 

Swiss—Japanese Association. 

And as  every year, we are planning 

a series of events under the initia-

tive of the Autumn of Japan’s Cul-

ture  together  with Japan related 

associations in and around Geneva. 

I am happy to tell you that the Mu-

seum of  Ethnography  of  Geneva 

will  exhibit  treasures  of  Daigoji 

from Kyoto from September 2015 to 
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February 12, 2015 in Bern: Seminar on medical devices 
Swiss medical devices companies 

wishing to expand their business 

in Asia should keep an eye on Ja-

pan. Japan is the world’s second 

largest market for medical technol-

ogy products, with the world fast-

est aging society. It is therefore one 

of the most promising markets.  

New  regulations  adopted  under 

Abenomics made the entry into the 

Japanese market much easier for 

foreign companies. The enactment 

of the Pharmaceutical and Medical 

Act Law in November 2013  has 

reduced lag times and expedites 

the  approvals  of  medical  equip-

ments.  

At the same time, local authorities 

are facilitating the establishment of 

Committee Center — Fujisawa Sustainable 
Smart Town  

© 2014 Panasonic Corporation  
(With permission) 

Fujisawa Sustainable Smart Town 
The Opening Ceremony of the Fuji-

sawa  Sustainable  Smart  Town  

(Fujisawa SST) took place on No-

vember 27, 2014. It was held by the 

Fujisawa SST Council,  a consor-

tium led by Panasonic Corporation. 

Fujisawa SST  is a forward-looking 

town, located in the suburban re-

gion South of Tokyo. 

Fujisawa SST SQUARE is the core 

research facilities for overseas com-

panies in huge clusters, such as 

Kobe’s one which counts 240 com-

panies,  universities  and  research 

institutions.  

To give the latest information to 

the interested companies, JETRO, 

in collaboration with its partners, 

organizes an informative seminar 

in Bern on February 12, 2015.   

Among  the  speakers,  Martin 

Stricker, Director of G&S in To-

kyo,  has more than 20 years of 

working experience in Japan. He 

had been the FDI representative 

for the Life Science Cluster Basel- 

Area in Japan from 2006 until 2012. 

Charles  Ochsner  is  the  general 

counsel of the company CH Pro-

jects Management LTd, a consulting 

firm active in assistance and repre-

sentation of Swiss SMEs in Japan.  

This seminar is a unique opportu-

nity for Swiss medical companies 

interested in the Japanese market to 

find answers to their question  For 

the detailed program and registra-

tion,  please  visit  JETRO  Geneva 

homepage.  

Charles Ochsner and Martin Stricker 

Japan’s current economic situation 
According  to  the  Bank  of  Japan 

(BoJ), “Japan's economy has contin-

ued  to  recover  moderately  as  a 

trend, and effects such as those of 

the decline in demand following the 

front-loaded increase prior to the 

consumption tax hike  have  been 

waning on the whole” (report is-

sued in December 2014). 

Japan’s exports increased 4.9% in 

November 2014, showing a rise by 

5.8% to Asia and by 6.5% to North 

Employment situation 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 

America, and a slight decline by 

0.5% to Western Europe. 

The average of monthly consump-

tion expenditures  per  household 

for November 2014 was ¥280,271 

yen, up 0.3% in nominal terms but 

down 2.5% in real terms from the 

previous year. The unemployment 

rate  (seasonally  adjusted)  was 

3.5% in November 2014, marking a 

decrease from the previous year by 

12% of unemployed people .  

facility and serves as a central com-

munication base.  It plays a central 

role in “managing the town, wel-

coming guests and fostering com-

munity”.  

New initiatives will be undertaken.  

The West side of the land under 

administration will serve until 2018  

as a venue for next-generation life-

styles and businesses. 

SITUATION 

動向動向動向動向  
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Message from Koichiro Nakamura, Director General of JETRO Geneva 
Dear Reader, 

 

On the occasion of the beginning of 

the year 2015,  and on behalf  of 

JETRO Geneva,  I  would like to 

wish a happy and prosperous year 

to all of you. 

I'm often asked to talk about the 

view of Japanese economy and the 

progress of Japanese business envi-

ronment. Here, I would like to in-

troduce to you some key messages 

from the Minister in charge of Eco-

nomic revitalization. He made ref-

erence  to  the  results  of  growth 

strategies  and  to  future  growth 

strategy measures: 

http://www.japan.go.jp/

abenomics/speeches/

amari20141219.html 

In the past ten years, JETRO has 

supported the expansion of more 

than 10,000 foreign companies in 

the Japanese market, and has suc-

cessfully  brought  in  the  invest-

ment over 1,000 of those compa-

nies. We strengthen our efforts to 

help Swiss companies to expand 

their business in Japan and to col-

laborate with Japanese partners. 

We look forward to assisting you. 

Thanks to our readers,  partners 

and supporters, we have upgraded 

the contents of this Newsletter and 

contributed to provide interesting 

stories on companies and people as 

well as deliver updated information 

on Japanese  economic  and tech-

nologies.  Any comments,  sugges-

tions and feedbacks on the News-

letter continue to benefit you. We 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Thank you very much. 

 

Director General,  JETRO Geneva 

Office 

Koichiro Nakamura  

Agenda 
12th Feb.: Japan — healthcare and medical devices market 

1.15 pm—7.15 pm, Bern, Hotel Schweizerhof, Bahnofplatz 11  

The program is available on JETRO Geneva’s Website. See also article page 3. AGENDA 

日程日程日程日程    
✓ 

JETRO Geneva’s team wishes you the best for 2015! 

We are looking forward to assisting you!  

Ueno Park, Tokyo 

November 10, 2014 


