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J-StarX SpaceTech Acceleration Programme
(UK, France) for Japanese Startups
A tailored program for Japanese start-ups

2025

PREPARED with :



A custom-made journey to gain expert guidance, secure 
strategic introductions, and access the market intelligence 
needed to land clients, build credibility, and scale in two of 
Europe’s most opportunity-rich space ecosystems.

Accelerate Growth in the UK 
& France : Europe’s Most 
Dynamic Space Markets

Why Join the Program ?
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Program Timeline & Key Milestones 
Experience a structured, step-by-step program with tailored support and two immersion 
weeks in the UK and in France

Call for Applications
Early September

Selection
End of September 

Onboarding
Mid-Oct - Mid-Nov 

4

• Call for applications for
Japanese start-ups within
aerospace sector: satellite
communication, earth
observation, propulsion, in-
orbit services and
cybersecurity

Immersion
Dec 1st - Dec 12th  

321

Immersion Weeks in UK/France

• Selection criteria aligned
with target companies'
profiles (maturity, tech
focus, growth ambitions,
etc.)

• Online pitch for shortlisted
companies

• Tokyo presentation of the
program and expectations
(preparatory session)

• Collective preparation
webinars and workshops for
the cohort

• Individual mentoring
sessions (2 or 3 times) for
each startup to understand
the status and set up the
objectives

• Screening and matchmaking
of potential mentors for the
immersion part (if relevant)

Online Online Hybrid: Tokyo & Online Onsite: UK, Paris, Toulouse

• One week in the UK followed
by one week in France
(Paris/Toulouse)

• Organization of networking
and matchmaking events

• Regular meetings to track
companies' progress

• Site visits: CNES, UK Space
Agency, etc.

• Organization of two Demo
Days (in the UK and in
France)

Mentoring follow up
December- February

Online

5

• Review of key meetings and
identification of the most
promising business leads

• Definition of next strategic
steps and short-term
commercial goals

• Provision of tailored contact
lists and mentor-based
follow-up guidance

• Delivery of a concise action
plan summarizing outcomes
and next moves

Satcom

EO

Propulsion

IoS

Cyber
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What you 
will get by 
being 
selected…

4

A Strategy That Fits You
You get tailor-made support that fits your technology, maturity level, 
and business goals — no one-size-fits-all.

Know the Market Like an Insider.
You save time and avoid mistakes by learning what works (and 
what doesn’t) in the French and European space sector.

Get Access to the Right People
You meet potential clients, partners, and decision-makers — not just 
contacts, but people who matter for your growth.

Build Credibility Through Our Network
You instantly gain trust and visibility by entering a well-established 
ecosystem that connects startups with industry leaders, institutions, 
and investor
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UK & France
Your gateway to 
Europe’s booming space 
market – funding, 
innovation, and launch 
opportunities.

5

France - Europe’s Space Hub

United Kingdom - Agile and ambitious

Collaborate with French 
key players!  

Tap into innovation 
clusters and access 
funding opportunities

Enter the most promising 
sectors with the greatest 
market potential

Satcom EOPropulsion IoSCyber

FR
 to

pi
cs

• SAR and Multispectral
imaging

• Space propulsion
• Active debris removal
• Quantum encryption
• In-orbit refueling
• And many more…

Collaborate with UK key 
players!  

Leverage UK space 
leadership and business 
hub 

Enter the most promising 
sectors with the greatest 
market potential

UK
 to

pi
cs

• Satellite imaging for
surveillance

• Connectivity satellite
constellation

• Quantum secure space
assets

• And many more…

• UKSA targets 10% of the
global space market by 2030

• UK have leadership and
expertise in small sats, cube
sats & constellation
deployment

• London is a global hub for
data, fintech and space
convergence
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Source: Starburst 

Market expected to 
reach £2.7 billion 
by 2031

£6 billion invested 
in 38 companies 
between 2012-2021 

204 264
600

840

140 238

2012 2014 2016 2018

1 086

2020

1 428

2022 2024

1 641

<£5M income £5M - £50M income

UK is ranked 2nd for 
private investment 
in emerging space 
companies 

€203M invested in 
Orbex (one of the top 
10th growing space 
start-up) 

National Space
Strategy

United Kingdom is growing a 
NewSpace powerhouse 

Fostered by innovative projects and programs 

Revenue of New Space startups founded in UK over the past 15 years Build a sovereign and agile UK space 
ecosystem integrating civil and defence 
capabilities 
£10 billion committed through 2031 
including £1.75 billion to UKSA (2022-
2025)

First funding call awarded 23 companies 
with cumulated grants of £33m and 
£17m expected for 2025
By 2030, the UK wants to wants to 
catalyze £0.5–1 billion of new investment 
into UK space startups 

National Space
Innovation Program

6
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France NewSpace 
ecosystem is booming

11 177
29 42 57

84
107 123

153
182 195 199

+92 startups

+90 startups

+10 
startups

+3 000 
employment in 
French NewSpace 
startups

+1,5€B in financing 
NewSpace startups

85% of startups 
have raised funds 
since 2022

13 new startups a 
year in average

Source : Starburst 

Evolution of the number of New Space startups founded in France over 
the past 15 years

Fostered by innovative projects and programs 

Developpement of a constellations of 25 
IoT nano satellites
~€100M raised in 2020 by BPI France an, 
CNES and private investors 

Plan to invest €1.1 billion into more than 
99 NewSpace companies by 2030 
Covers multiple sectors such as micro 
launchers, constellations, space logistics
Includes project such as: Carb-Chaser 
or Project Umbrella

7
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France - UK - Japan Proven Collaborations : 

Ready to Be Part of the Next Success Story?

The Anglo-Japanese and 
Franco-Japanese collaboration 
are long-term and 
institutionalized, backed by 
established frameworks (e.g. 
Hiroshima Accord) and MoUs

France and the UK are 
Europe’s leading space 
investors and technological 
hubs, providing growing 
markets and long-term 
development for UK/FR-Japan 
collaborations 

Flagships cooperations 
projects between these 
countries (e.g. InRange) are 
underway stimulating French, 
UK and Japanese markets 

• Signing of an arrangement between British 
and Japanese primes ministers to facilitate 
future space co-operations

• Missions will include sharing space 
information, collaborative training and 
personnel exchanges

• This co-operation will support wide range of 
projects (e.g. InRange)

• In 2023 UKSA and JAXA agreed to start a 
collaboration to develop an in-orbit telemetry 
relay service called “InRange”

• The project involved Viasat (UK) and 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI, Japan)

• £1.7m UKSA contract to Viasat to build and run 
InRange relay, MHI to build and ingrates the 
rocket and JAXA to lead H3 flight operations 

InRange project 

2023 Hiroshima Accord 
• Led by JAXA alongside with CNES to build 

the IDEFIX with a planned launch in 2026 

• The goal of the mission is to develop a 
spacecraft capable of taking photos from 
Mars’ largest moon 

• Implication of CNES since 2017 to develop 
Spectrometer and flight supervision 

Martian Moons eXploration (MMX)

AOS/ACCP1

• Collaboration between CNES (providing 
microwave radiometers), NASA and JAXA 
with an expected launch in 2028

• The goal of the mission is to fly 2 satellites in 
formation (NASA and JAXA) to analyze 
weather (Clouds and precipitations)

1. Aerosol and Cloud, Convection and Precipitation program (AOS/ACCP) 



Empowering organizations 
to grow, innovate, and lead 
in the Aeronautics, Space & 
Defense sectors (ASD)

Accelerator

Consulting

Ventures

9



Lead Mentor

Frequent exchange 
with the founders
over a period of 3 to 
7 months

Expert

Coach founders on  a 
precise subject of 
knowledge over a 
few interaction

Lecturer

One time lecture in a 
fixed curriculum

Level of involvement

Accelerating with purpose…
We scale deep tech startups through business, not 
just slides or mentoring.

… with the right players, at 
the right time
We connect innovation to opportunity; by turning 
your tech into traction.

We are the 
strategic 
partner to 
enter and 
grow in the 
Space industry

10



100+
Space startups 
accelerated 
worldwide

30+
Innovation 
programs

Starburst has deep 
Experience in Startup 
Acceleration…

15,000+
Startups in our 
database

3,000+
Scouted companies 
each year

11

SEOUL

SINGAPORE

TEL AVIV

MUNICHPARIS

MONTREAL

LOS ANGELES
WASHINGTON

MADRID

…with strategically 
positioned offices 
around the world…

that allows us to gain a 
deep understanding of 
the key development 
priorities in Europe and 
APAC region

60+
Corporate Partners

… and established connections 
with key space stakeholders in 
Europe
 
Trusted by major space corporates, we 
facilitate direct access to decision-makers 
and business
opportunities.
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Strong Ties with Leading Investors Privileged Access to Industry Leaders

Access to Starburst’s investment vehicles

12

MADRID

PARIS

LOS ANGELES

2
Investment funds

SEOUL

SINGAPORE

TEL AVIV

MUNICH
WASHINGTON

And major Space Actors  

Investments to-date
> 140

Starburst bridges 
startups, industry 
leaders, and 
strategic actors 
across the 
ecosystem
Starburst is at the center of a 
knowledgeable and powerful 
ecosystem
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Our pool of world class mentors 
and experts of FR & UK ecosystem

We will connect you with world-class mentors to propel your market entry

Entrepreneurs Industry Leaders Business Mentors

Stanislas Maximin
Chairman & Founder

Théophile Lagraulet
Co-Founder & CEO

Frédéric Montagard
CEO & Mentor

Jean-Marc Astorg 
Strategy Director

Bruno Martinaud 
Director of the Technology 
Venture Master Program

*The profiles presented here are indicative and will be activated based on their relevance to each startup’s specific 
needs and objectives

Andy Thomson
Delivery Lead - Space, 
Defence and Intelligence

Nichola Bates
Managing Partner

Catherine Lambert
Chairman and Mentor

Steve Lee
CEO

Steve Spittle
Co Founder & CTO

Richard Pass
Director of Strategy & 
Partnerships

Sylvester Kaczmarek
Lead Mentor



Apply now to connect with top-tier partners, sharpen your 
strategy, and unlock real business opportunities in France 
and the UK space ecosystems.

Let’s Get Started

Ready to Scale in Europe?
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