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＜Startup Visa by METI ＞Achievements and Support Status (as of May 31, 2024)

Local

Government
URL

Start

year
Support Organization Subject Field

Number of "Startup Visa"

granted

Number of visas transferred

to "Business Manager Visa"

English Application

Support

Application Documents &

Interviews English

Support

Business Support in English Living Support in English

Notes (for areas where

Cabinet Office programs are

also used)

Definition of each item

Shibuya City

https://www.city.shibuya.to

kyo.jp/jigyosha/shoko-

rodo-

sodan/startup/visa.html

2021

Shibuya Startup Support

・Health, Medical, Welfare

・Environment/Energy

・Food/Agriculture/Forestry/Fisheries

・Information Technologies

・Culture/Art

・Fashion

68
14

(37 expected to be acquired)
〇 〇 〇 〇 N/A

URL

Reference websites on “Startup Visa” of each support organization

Osaka city
https://www.city.osaka.lg.jp/keizaisenryak

u/page/0000623602.html
2019 Osaka Innovation Hub

(1)Growth manufacturing

(2)IoT,business using innovative technology

(3)Green energy

(4)Healthcare,Life Sciences

(5)Tourism,sports,culture,town development

36 17 〇

△

(Interpreters are available

for interviews)

△ △ Priority use of METI projects
Subject Field

Listed are the areas covered by each local government

Hokkaido https://www.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/kz/sus/to

ppage_english.html
2019

Startup Hokkaido

・Businesses which promote growth and industrialization in the fields of agriculture, forestry

and fisheries, which support local communities

・Businesses which promote the development of food-related industries that utilize regional

resources

・Businesses which promote Hokkaido tourism, and help to elevate tourism in Hokkaido to that

of an advanced region in the tourism industry

・Businesses which promote developing manufacturing industries which generate added high

values

・Businesses which promote the creation of industries that correspond to market size and

shifts in market needs

・Other businesses deemed necessary by the governor

22

(2 cases under review)
9

(5 expected to be acquired)
〇 〇 〇 〇 N/A

Support Organization

Listing of organizations that actually serve as contact points for

entrepreneurs and provide support.

Fukuoka city
https://www.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/keizai/g-

startup/business/startupviza_english.html
2019

Fukuoka city＆Global Business

Center

・Knowledge Creating Industries (fintech, semi-conductor, software development, contents

production, robotics, etc.

・Health, Medical, Welfare Industries (drug discovery ventures, medical technology

development, regenerative medicine, welfare equipment development, etc.)

・Environment & Energy Industries (greentech, clean energy development, next generation

power storage technology, global information systems, etc.)

・Logistics Industries (global SCM services, 3PL service, international delivery, drone logistics

development, etc. )

・Trade Industries (businesses developing international sales for goods made in Fukuoka,

industries utilizing the Port of Hakata and/or Fukuoka Airport, etc.)

*For Trade Industries, candidates must be businesses with a sense of innovation or that

otherwise will make strong contributions to the growth of firms within Fukuoka City.

20 13 〇

△

(Interpreters are available

for interviews)

〇 〇

The Cabinet Office system is

given priority for consideration.

(With the accompanying support

of GBS, if the establishment of a

corporation is expected to be

possible within six months, we

utilize the Cabinet Office visa,

which can be treated as a

renewal to the regular

“Management and

Administration” visa.")

Number of "Startup Visa" granted

The number of visas granted as of May 2024 (including those under

review, if necessary).

Kyoto
https://www.kyoto-

obc.jp/startupvisa/
2020 JETRO Kyoto

・Manufacturing sector such as traditional industry or cutting-edge industry

・AI, IoT, information and communications sectors

・Environment, energy sectors

・Life science, wellness sectors

・Social business sector

・Culture, art, contents sector

・Agriculture, forestry, fisheries, Kyoto’s food culture sectors

・Tourism sector (excluding souvenir shops and restaurants that are used mainly by tourists)

・Other businesses approved by the Governor of Kyoto Prefecture

17 8 〇 〇 〇 〇

The Cabinet Office visa is

granted for six months and the

METI visa is granted for one

year, so if the transition to a

'business and administration'

visa is likely to take longer, we

are guiding them to the METI

visa.

Number of visas transferred to "Business Manager Visa"

Number of visas transferred from “Designated Activities” visa to

“Management” visa as of May 2024 (including those under

examination, if necessary).

Kobe city &

Hyogo

https://www.city.kobe.lg.jp/

a14333/business/sangyoshi

nko/shokogyo/venture/new

industry/startupvisa.html

2019 JETRO Kobe

・Has advanced technology in the following sectors:

IT/Robotics/Health, medical, and welfare/Environment/Logistics

Hydrogen and other new energies (including storage batteries)

Aerospace (including drones and flying cars)

・ Contributes to SMEs’ sustainable development and management in the following fields:

AI/IoT/Robotics

・Adds value to existing industries or innovates them

5 3 〇 〇 〇 〇

METI's startup visa system is

guided for those who are based

in Kobe City.

English Application Support

Whether advice from the person in charge or experts (SME

diagnostician or administrative scrivener) on the preparation of

application documents, especially the business plan, is provided in

English or not (marked “△” if provided in Japanese).

Aichi https://www.pref.aichi.jp/soshiki/kinyu/ga

ikokujinkigyo-english.html
2019

Aichi prefecture& Aichi Industry

Promotion Organization
・Businesses aiming for rapid growth in the IT (information technology) industry

・Businesses aiming for rapid growth using innovative technologies or skills
5 0 △

△

(Interviews are available in

English)

〇 〇

The startup visa by the Cabinet

Office is guided. (Because Aichi

Prefecture does not stipulate the

subject field.)

Application Documents & Interviews English Support

Whether or not English will be used for application documents and

interviews in English.

Ibaraki

https://www.invest.indus.pref.ibaraki.jp/c

ms/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/startup_visa_E

N.pdf

2020 Ibaraki prefecture

① Research projects centered on life sciences (medical treatment, biology, pharmaceutical,

etc.)

② Projects aiming for high growth using revolutionary technology and skills such as the IT

sector (telecommunication enterprises) or robotics

③ Other projects specially acknowledged by the governor

3 0 〇 N/A

Business Support in English

Whether or not the person in charge or specialists (SME

diagnostician or administrative scrivener) can provide assistance in

English for the transition to a “Management/Administration” visa

after receiving a “Start-up” visa (if assistance is provided in

Japanese, please indicate “△”).

Yokohama city
https://www.city.yokohama.lg.jp/business

/keizai/sougyo/venture/yokohama_suvisa

-eng.html

2019
An-Nahal Inc＆IDEC＆

YOKE

(1) IoT, life innovation

(2) Business using innovative technology

(3) Knowledge-intensive and value-added business

(4) Other businesses aiming to create new industries

※Wholesale, retail, trading, food and beverage, lodging, and service industry are not eligible.

2 1 〇

△

(Interviews are available in

English with an

interpreter/free of charge)

〇 〇 N/A

Living Support in English

Availability of support such as opening a bank account or

introduction of real estate from the person in charge or support

organization for transition to a management/administration visa

after obtaining a start-up visa (marked “△” if provided in Japanese)

Hamamatsu

city

https://www.city.hamamatsu.shizuoka.jp/

documents/139460/flyer3ku.pdf
2022 Hamamatsu city

Any one of the 7 following fields that were in the 2nd Vision for

Hamamatsu Industry Innovation

① Cutting-edge Shipping Carriers/Device ② Health, Medical Care

③ Neo Agriculture ④ Environment, Energy ⑤ Light, Electronics

⑥ Digitalization ⑦ Robotics

• Revolutionary technology

Projects which aim to improve current services

• Any other field recognized by the Mayor

2 0
△ △ △

N/A

Gifu
https://www.pref.gifu.lg.jp/page/26400.ht

ml
2019 Gifu Prefecture

・IT and IoT, etc. related field

・Tourism field
2 0 N/A

Oita
https://www.pref.oita.jp/soshiki/14040/st

artupvisa.html
2020 Oita Prefecture

Automobiles; electronics / electricity / machines; materials manufacturing / shipbuilding;

health / medicine / welfare; environment / energy; food / agriculture / forestry / fisheries;

service; information; aviation; logistics; etc.

1 1 〇 〇 〇 N/A

Toyama

https://www.pref.toyama.jp

/100222/sougyo/startupvis

a/startupvisa_top.html

2023

Toyama prefcecture&

SCOP TOYAMA&

 Himi-Biz&

& HATCH

&

Toyama International Center

・IT, IoT, AI, robotics and other related industries

・Health, medical care and welfare-related industries

・Environment and energy-related industries

・Tourism and lifestyle-related industries

・Industries related to trade

・Other areas that the Governor of Toyama Prefecture specifically recognizes.

1 1 △ △ △ N/A

Mie

https://www.pref.mie.lg.jp/

SHINSAN/HP/000227069.ht

m

2019 Mie Prefecture

・IoT/AI business, food-related business, tourism-related industry, next-generation energy-

related industry, next-generation healthcare-related business, lifestyle-related service-related

business, and trade-related industry.

*This program targets fields that will take advantage of our strengths as a foreign student to

promote Mie Prefecture's industries, which in turn will lead to the strengthening of our

country's international competitiveness and the formation of a base for international economic

activities.

1 0 △ N/A

Sendai city
https://www.city.sendai.jp/startup-

sogyo/jigyosha/kezai/jigyosho/joho/start

upvisa-kigyo-english.html

2019 Sendai City

・Knowledge-creating industry (examples: semiconductor-related businesses, software

development, content production, robot-related businesses, etc.)

・Industries related to health, medicine, public welfare, and education (examples: drug

discovery venture businesses, medical technology development, regenerative medicine,

development of welfare equipment, education-related businesses such as language education,

etc.)

・Industries related to environment, energy, and Disaster Risk Reduction (examples:

development of clean energy, next-generation power-storing technology, provision of products

and services associated with Disaster Risk Reduction, etc.)

・Industries related to trading and tourism (examples :businesses contributing to the

development of sales channels of products made in Sendai City, businesses associated with

attracting foreign tourists, etc.)

0 0 △

△

(Interpreters are available

for interviews)

△ △ N/A

Kaga City

https://www.city.kaga.ishik

awa.jp/soshiki/innovation/c

hiikidigital/2/12111.html

2023 Kaga City

・ Knowledge creation industries (e.g., semiconductor-related, software development, content

creation, robot-related, etc.)

・Health, medical care and welfare-related industries (e.g., drug discovery ventures, medical

technology development, regenerative medicine, welfare equipment development, etc.)

・Environmental and energy-related industries (e.g., clean energy development, next-

generation energy storage technology, etc.)

・Logistics-related industries (e.g., international home delivery, drone logistics development,

etc.)

・Trade-related industries (e.g., businesses contributing to the development of overseas sales

channels for city products, etc.)

・Tourism-related businesses (e.g., businesses related to attracting foreign tourists, etc.)

・Other businesses approved by the Mayor of Kaga City.

0 0 N/A
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