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Recently we have 

been putting more 

effort into the 

export promotion 

of agricultural and 

fishery products in 

line with the gov-

ernment's goal of 

raising Japan's 

exports in these 

fields to 1 trillion 

yen by 2020.  
 

Among those Japanese agricultural prod-

ucts, Japanese Sake is one of the top priori-

ty products for export promotion.   
 

In conjunction with this, we supported the 

Sake Institute of Ontarioôs Sake event 

called ñKampai Toronto 2015ò. As you see 

in the last page of this newsletter, Kampai 

Toronto 2015 was a tremendous success for 

promoting Japanese Sake in Canada. 
 

As you may know, Canada is the 7th     

largest Japanese Sake export market. The 

volume of Japanese sake imports is larger 

than any European nation, even the United 

Kingdom, France or Germany.  
 

In the world, Japanese sake market is  

growing rapidly. Compared to 10 years 

ago, Japanese sake export volume grew 1.5 

times in the United States and the U.S. has 

become Japanôs largest sake export market. 
 

Koreaôs imports of sake surprisingly grew 8 

times, now ranking them the 2nd largest 

export market for Japanese Sake. Hong 

Kong and Singapore almost doubled their 

sake imports from Japan. And Chinaôs sake 

imports increased 4 times, ranking them the 

Japanôs 5th largest market. 
 

While other countriesô Japanese sake    

imports are growing tremendously,       

Canadaôs sake imports from Japan have 

only increased 4%.  
 

However, judging from the popularity of 

Japanese food and Canadaôs multicultural-

ism and ethnicity, that is the numbers ofé..  
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As part of the Tokyo National Strategic Special Zone, a one-stop centre to support foreign 

companies looking to invest in Tokyo has been set up at JETRO Tokyoôs Invest in Japan 

Business Support Centre (IBSC). 
 

The first of its kind in Japan, the centre unifies the 

procedures that foreign companies and start-ups 

need to establish a business including company 

registration, notification of incorporation, taxes, 

pension and social security contributions, and immi-

gration control. It also offers  interpretation and 

translation services in   several languages, bilingual 

consultation to help foreign companies match up 

with business partners and for expats to settle into life in Tokyo (Business Development 

Center Tokyo) and other service such as advice on employment rules (Tokyo Employment 

Consultation Center). 
 

The centre is located on the 7th floor of JETRO headquarters in Akasaka, Tokyo on the 

same floor as JETROôs free IBSC office space and consultation services.   
 

On March 31, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, State Minister of National Strategic Special 

Zones Shigeru Ishiba and Chairman of the European Business Council (EBC) Danny 

Risberg joined Tokyo Governor Yoichi Masuzoe and JETRO Chairman Hiroyuki Ishige 

to celebrate the opening of the new centre.  
 

www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/ibsc/one-stop.html 

www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/english/business-support/one-stop.html 

Find out why you 

should consider   

investing in Japan 

(page 3); hear from 

foreign executives 

from some of the top global companies to 

find out what they are doing in Japan and 

the benefits of being in that market (page 2).  

The Tokyo One-Stop 

Business Establish-

ment Center is part of 

Prime Minister Abeôs 

Tokyo National Stra-

tegic Special Zone. Find out more about the 

measures being introduced to encourage 

more companies to set up in Tokyo (page 2).   

http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/ibsc/one-stop.html
http://www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/english/business-support/one-stop.html
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Full article:  www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/success_stories/pdf/coca-cola_en.pdf 

Full article: www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/success_stories/pdf/merck_en.pdf 

Full article: www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/success_stories/pdf/schneider_electric_en.pdf 

Tokyo, the capital of Japan and 2020 Olympics host, 

has a population of over 13 million; the Greater    

Tokyo Area has over 37 million people, more than 

New Dehli, Shanghai, Mexico City or Sao Paulo.  
 

It is one of the world's few true megalopolises, with a  

gross metropolitan product valued at US$1.17 trillion 

(FY2011), rivaling the GDPs of Mexico or S. Korea.  
 

There are 2,749 large corporations in Tokyo with 

capital over 1 billion yen, approx. half the total number 

of such companies in Japan. It is home to 76% of   

foreign-affiliated companies in Japan (2,370 approx.).  
 

Tokyo, under the auspices of Prime Minister Abeôs 

National Strategic Special Zones initiative, is now 

focussed even more on providing an easy landing for 

foreign companies and creating incentives to establish 

their business in Tokyo, in particular setting up an Asia 

HQ or R&D Centre in the special zone.  
 

Subsidies and Low Interest Loans 

- Up to half of expenses incurred in setting up business 

e.g. corporate registration, residency status acquisition 

and employment activities (up to 5 million yen max.). 
 

Reduced Rate Office Space  

- Half regular rent rate for 1 year at  serviced offices. 
 

Tax Incentives 

- (1) income tax deduction, (2) special depreciation, (3) 

investment tax credit if certain conditions are fulfilled. 

- Metropolitan tax incentives on top of those above  
 

Deregulation and Lifestyle Improvements 

- Shorter time / reduced costs for patent applications.  

- Quicker immigration process. 

- Extending use of business jets at Haneda Airport. 

- Improvements to cope against disasters. 
 

More details can be found at the links below.  

Or contact JETRO Toronto at: inquiry@jetro.go.jp.  
 

www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/ 

www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/english/resources/

pdf/pamphleta_en.pdf 

Source:  Tokyo National Strategic Special Zone Brochure  
Source: UNôs World Urbanization  
Prospects (2014 Revision) 

Source: Cabinet Office, "Annual Report on  
Prefectural Accounts (FY2011)" (Japanese only) 

http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/success_stories/pdf/coca-cola_en.pdf
http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/success_stories/pdf/merck_en.pdf
http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/invest/success_stories/pdf/schneider_electric_en.pdf
http://www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/
http://www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/english/resources/pdf/pamphleta_en.pdf
http://www.seisakukikaku.metro.tokyo.jp/invest_tokyo/english/resources/pdf/pamphleta_en.pdf


www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/en/invest/whyjapan/pdf/5reasons-en1201.pdf  

See the full report óWhy Japan?:  

5 Reasons to Invest in Japanô produced 

by JETRO to see why Japan is such an 

attractive place to do business and why 

foreign companies should be looking to 

set up operations in Japan.  


