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'37CFR1.14 (h) Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office.

(1) Access to the application-as-filed may be provided to any foreign intellectual property office participating
with the Office in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement (participating foreign
intellectual property office), if the application contains written authority granting such access. Written
authority under this paragraph should be submitted prior to filing a subsequent foreign application with a

participating intellectual property office in which priority is claimed to the patent application.
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(a) Confidentiality.— Except as provided in subsection (b), applications for patents shall be kept in confidence
by the Patent and Trademark Office and no information concerning the same given without authority of the
applicant or owner unless necessary to carry out the provisions of an Act of Congress or in such special

circumstances as may be determined by the Director.
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