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1. Important topics

GCC: GCC Secretariat and WIPO Sign Intellectual Property Cooperation Agreement?

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) General Secretariat and the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) signed a cooperation agreement in Geneva on July 8, 2026 to strengthen collaboration in the field
of intellectual property.

According to the GCC Secretariat, the agreement aims to support the development of Gulf talent in
intellectual property through specialized training programs and knowledge exchange. It will also reinforce
the work of the Intellectual Property Training Centre of the GCC Patent Office at the General Secretariat.

During the meeting, both parties discussed broader cooperation initiatives and future programs of mutual
interest intended to strengthen the regional intellectual property ecosystem and promote innovation across
the GCC member states.

Kuwait & UAE: Strengthening Cooperation Against Commercial Fraud?
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on January 29,

2026, to strengthen bilateral cooperation in combating commercial fraud and enhancing consumer
protection. The agreement establishes a framework for exchanging information, coordinating enforcement

! https://www.gcc-sg.org/en/MediaCenter/News/Pages/news2026-7-9-1.aspx
2 https://timeskuwait.com/kuwait-uae-sign-mou-to-combat-commercial-fraud-and-protect-consumers/
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activities, and sharing best practices to address counterfeit products and other fraudulent commercial
practices.

The initiative reflects the growing regional emphasis on cross-border cooperation in market surveillance and
intellectual property enforcement. By facilitating closer coordination between the two countries, authorities
aim to improve the detection of counterfeit goods and strengthen consumer confidence while supporting
legitimate trade.

For businesses operating in the Gulf region, the agreement signals continued efforts by GCC governments
to reinforce enforcement mechanisms against counterfeit products and promote a more transparent
commercial environment.

Oman: Customs Recordal System Launched to Strengthen Border Protection?

Oman has introduced a Customs Recordal System that enables intellectual property rights holders to record
their registered rights with the Royal Oman Police - Directorate General of Customs. The system operates
through the Bayan* online customs platform, allowing rights holders to submit and manage recordals
electronically. Access to the platform is currently restricted to users with valid Omani residency credentials.

The system is designed to facilitate the identification and detention of suspected counterfeit goods at the
country's borders before they enter the local market. The recordal mechanism strengthens cooperation
between customs officials and rights holders by providing customs with information on registered
trademarks and other protected rights. This enables authorities to take more proactive measures against
infringing imports and exports while improving the efficiency of border enforcement.

The initiative represents another step in Oman's continued efforts to modernize its intellectual property
enforcement framework and aligns the Sultanate with international best practices for customs-based IP
protection.

Saudi Arabia: Accession to the Madrid Protocol®

Saudi Arabia has deposited its instrument of accession to the Madrid Protocol, becoming the latest member
of the World Intellectual Property Organization's Madrid System for the international registration of
trademarks. The Protocol will enter into force for the Kingdom on October 8, 2026.

Once operational, trademark owners will be able to designate Saudi Arabia through a single international
application filed via the Madrid System, while Saudi applicants will gain simplified access to trademark
protection across the System's member jurisdictions.

The accession marks a significant milestone in Saudi Arabia's ongoing intellectual property reforms. It is
expected to simplify international trademark filings, reduce administrative burdens for rights holders, and
further strengthen the Kingdom's position as an attractive destination for investment and innovation.

UAE: Joining the Locarno Convention®

The United Arab Emirates has officially joined the Locarno Convention, an international treaty establishing
a uniform classification system for industrial designs.

Accession to the Convention strengthens the UAE's industrial design framework by aligning its classification
practices with internationally recognized standards. The development is expected to facilitate design
registrations, improve consistency for applicants, and further integrate the UAE into the global intellectual
property system.

3 https://oneworldip.com/oman-launches-customs-recordal-system-to-enhance-intellectual-property-border-protection/

4 https://www.customs.gov.om/esw/jsf/secure/esw/common/Login.xhtml
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UAE: Copyright Framework Highlighted at WIPO Assemblies’

The Emirates Reprographic Rights Management Association (ERRA) showcased the UAE's copyright
framework during the 68th Assemblies of the Member States of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) in Geneva.

During the meetings, ERRA highlighted the country's experience in collective rights management, copyright
awareness initiatives, and licensing mechanisms designed to support authors, publishers, and other creators.
The participation also emphasized the UAE's efforts to strengthen copyright enforcement and promote
sustainable growth within the creative economy.

The presentation reflects the UAE's continued engagement in international copyright discussions and its

commitment to aligning its intellectual property framework with global best practices while fostering
innovation and creativity.

2. Additional topics

Bahrain:

Bahrain Ranks 62nd in the World for Innovation - What the World Intellectual Property - WIPO Global
Innovation Index Reveals
https:/infocons.org/blog/2026/07/19/bahrain-ranks-62nd-in-the-world-for-innovation-what-the-world-
intellectual-property-wipo-global-innovation-index-reveals/ (19-07-2026)

Egypt:

Egypt’s top court upholds plagiarism ruling against Culture Minister
https:/www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2026/07/07/egypts-top-court-upholds-plagiarism-ruling-
against-culture-minister/ (07-07-2026)

Egypt, Kuwait, UAE:

Licensing Agreements Under The Merger Control Regimes of Egypt, Kuwait And UAE
https:/www.mondag.com/antitrust-eu-competition/1806790/licensing-agreements-under-the-merger-
control-regimes-of-egypt-kuwait-and-uae (25-06-2026)

Gaza:

Ministry of Economy Announces the Expiry of the Statutory Opposition Period for Trademark No. 70
https:/www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1444637244364148&set=pb.100064536586621.-
2207520000&locale=ar_AR (07-07-2026)

GCC:

Exhibiting in the GCC? Consider Temporary Trade Mark Protection
https:/rouse.com/insights/news/2026/exhibiting-in-the-gcc-consider-temporary-trade-mark-protection
(21-07-2026)

Iran:
Iran, WIPO underline need to bolster ties
https:/www.tehrantimes.com/news/528049/Iran-WIPO-underline-need-to-bolster-ties (11-07-2026)

Jordan:
Authorities bust illegal counterfeit cleaning product operation
https:/petra.gov.jo/en/news/authorities-bust-illegal-counterfeit-cleaning-product-operation (26-07-2026)

7 https://www.wam.ae/en/article/c18fnwf-erra-promotes-uaes-copyright-model-wipo
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Kuwait:

Chinese Passenger Caught With Fake Goods at Kuwait Airport
https:/www.arabtimesonline.com/news/china-passenger-nabbed-with-fake-goods-in-kuwait/ (02-07-
2026)

AmCham Kuwait organizes webinar on ‘Protecting Intellectual Property’
https:/www.pressreader.com/kuwait/arab-times/20260707/281900189953611 (07-07-2026)

Kuwait Shuts Down Two Shops Selling Fake Luxury Brands, Seizes 2,059 Counterfeit Items
https:/www.arabtimesonline.com/news/kuwait-shuts-down-two-shops-selling-fake-luxury-brands-seizes-
2059-counterfeit-items/ (07-07-2026)

Kuwait tightens grip on counterfeit trade, closes eight stores
https:/timeskuwait.com/kuwait-tightens-grip-on-counterfeit-trade-closes-eight-stores/ (07-07-2026)

Counterfeiters in crosshairs as Kuwait steps up inspections
https:/www.arabtimesonline.com/news/counterfeiters-in-crosshairs-as-kuwait-steps-up-inspections/ (14-
07-2026)

Kuwait seizes 3,800 counterfeit branded clothing and footwear items in warehouse raids
https:/www.arabtimesonline.com/news/kuwait-seizes-3800-counterfeit-branded-clothing-and-footwear-
items-in-warehouse-raids/ (14-07-2026)

MENA:
Patent Guide for Cross-Regional Expansion: MENA and China
https:/www.tamimi.com/news/patent-guide-for-cross-regional-expansion-mena-and-china/ (03-07-2026)

Oman:

Oman calls for transparent intellectual property system
https:/timesofoman.com/article/174136-oman-calls-for-transparent-intellectual-property-system (08-07-
2026)

Oman Sees Rising Demand for Industrial Design Registration as Innovation Grows
https:/arabiandaily.com/oman-encourages-industrial-design-protection-to-drive-innovation/ (18-07-
2026)

Oman Intensifies Enforcement Against Counterfeit, lllicit And Unsafe Products
https:/www.mondag.com/trademark/1821820/oman-intensifies-enforcement-against-counterfeit-illicit-
and-unsafe-products (23-07-2026)

Pakistan:

Pakistan Customs achieves milestone in protecting intellectual property rights
https:/www.radio.gov.pk/07-07-2026/pakistan-customs-achieves-milestone-in-protecting-intellectual-
property-rights (07-07-2026)

Pakistan Customs Seized Rs. 7.7 Billion Worth of Fake Goods in FY26
https:/propakistani.pk/2026/07/22/pakistan-customs-seized-rs-7-7-billion-worth-of-fake-goods-in-fy26/
(22-07-2026)

Qatar:

Ministry detects copyright violations during inspection campaigns across Qatar
https:/thepeninsulagatar.com/article/27/06/2026/ministry-detects-copyright-violations-during-
inspection-campaigns-across-qatar (27-06-2026)

MoCl reinforces intellectual property compliance through inspection campaigns
https:/thepeninsulagatar.com/article/29/06/2026/moci-reinforces-intellectual-property-compliance-
through-inspection-campaigns (29-06-2026)
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MoCl, QatarEnergy sign pact on allocating natural resources for industrial investment opportunities
https:/www.gatar-tribune.com/article/242883/latest-news/moci-gatarenergy-sign-pact-on-allocating-
natural-resources-for-industrial-investment-opportunities (05-07-2026)

Qatar participated in the 68th Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of the Member States of the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva
https:/x.com/MOCIQatar/status/2075627750174449968 (10-07-2026)

Saudi Arabia:

Protecting Your Brand In Saudi Arabia: Why Early Trademark Protection Matters
https:/www.mondag.com/saudiarabia/trademark/1809688/protecting-your-brand-in-saudi-arabia-why-
early-trademark-protection-matters (01-07-2026)

SAIP CEO: Riyadh Design Law Treaty Bolsters the Kingdom’s Support for Creators
https:/www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2614284 (05-07-2026)

Saudi Arabia Participates in the 68th Assemblies of WIPO Member States
https:/www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2629260 (07-07-2026)

Algeria, Saudi Arabia discuss boosting cooperation in intellectual property, creative industries
https:/www.aps.dz/en/culture/arts/mrdgOme4-algeria-saudi-arabia-discuss-boosting-cooperation-in-
intellectual-property-creative-industries (09-07-2026)

Jeddah seizes 3,699 counterfeit branded items in crackdown
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/663125/saudi-arabia/jeddah-municipality-seizes-3699-counterfeit-
branded-items-in-inspection-campaigns (20-07-2026)

Saudi Arabia: Specification Amendments in Trade Mark Opposition Settlements
https:/cwbip.com/insights/news/2026/saudi-arabia-specification-amendments-trade-mark-opposition-
settlements (23-07-2026)

China and Saudi Arabia to enhance copyright protection
https:/global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202607/10/WS6a50e380a310986e2b464abc.html (10-07-2026)

Syria:
Syria presents intellectual property strategy at WIPO assemblies in Geneva
https:/sana.sy/en/economic/2328434/ (09-07-2026)

Turkiye:

Artificial Intelligence from a Copyright Perspective: Global Developments and Reflections in Tirkiye
https:/gun.av.tr/insights/updates/artificial-intelligence-from-a-copyright-perspective-global-
developments-and-reflections-in-
turkiye?utm_source=mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_content=contentmaxviews&utm_campaign

=#(17-06-2026)

Copyright Law In TURKIYE Key Developments And Predictions - 2026
https:/www.mondag.com/turkey/copyright/1807052/copyright-law-in-t%C3%9Crk%C4%B0ye-key-
developments-and-predictions-2026 (25-06-2026)

Google Ads and use of competitors’ trademarks: assessing a recent Turkish decision
https:/www.managingip.com/article/2gjp6akm03bxq10fgz85c/sponsored-content/google-ads-and-use-
of-competitors-trademarks-assessing-a-recent-turkish-decision (25-06-2026)

Infringement Of Second Medical Use Claims And Proof Of Infringement
https:/www.mondag.com/turkey/patent/1810564/infringement-of-second-medical-use-claims-and-
proof-of-infringement (02-07-2026)
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Turkiye's booming tech, drone innovation needs strong intellectual property ecosystem
https:/www.aa.com.tr/en/turkiye/turkiye-s-booming-tech-drone-innovation-needs-strong-intellectual-
property-ecosystem/3985506 (03-07-2026)

Turkey seizes more than 3 million counterfeit goods in first-half-year operations
https:/www.turkishminute.com/2026/07/21/turkey-seizes-more-than-3-million-counterfeit-goods-in-
first-half-year-operations/ (21-07-2026)

Acquired Rights in Turkish Trademark Law: How Far Can a Trademark Family Extend?
https:/www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=794c1932-ac24-428f-a688-5a68eebe52e3 (22-07-2026)

UAE:
Abu Dhabi Court Halts Trademark Infringement in Landmark UAE Ruling
https://ajaleen.com/abu-dhabi-court-halts-trademark-infringement-in-landmark-uae-ruling/ (28-06-2026)

Fake Ozempic warning as UAE patients turn to social media sellers for weight-loss injections
https:/www.arabianbusiness.com/abnews/ozempic-mounjaro-weight-loss-warning (01-07-2026)

UAE warns shoppers against fake goods; fraudsters face Dh1 million fine, jail
https:/www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/uae-warns-buyers-sellers-counterfeit-products (06-07-2026)

Introducing the UAE Industrial Property Grievance Committee: What Patent Applicants Need to Know
https:/www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=997167c0-af3a-4f9d-8a71-
179469254474&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed (07-07-2026)

Introducing The UAE Industrial Property Grievance Committee: What Patent Applicants Need To Know
https:/www.mondag.com/trademark/1813124/introducing-the-uae-industrial-property-grievance-
committee-what-patent-applicants-need-to-know (07-07-2026)

UAE Trademark Dispute: FirstRand Challenges Nation’s Largest Bank
https:/ajaleen.com/uae-trademark-dispute-firstrand-challenges-nations-largest-bank/ (11-07-2026)

How to Enforce a Trademark in the United Arab Emirates, Practical 2026 Step-by-step Guide
https:/globallawexperts.com/how-to-enforce-a-trademark-in-the-united-arab-emirates-2026/ (20-07-
2026)

Intellectual Property Law in the UAE: A Complete Guide for Businesses and Creators
https:/www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=1329640e-66ea-40e1-88a3-4c1fd561b994 (21-07-2026)

UAE’s New Accelerated Patent Grant Programme: A Game Changer For Patent Applicants Or A
Misunderstood Fast Track?
https:/www.mondag.com/patent/1820566/uaes-new-accelerated-patent-grant-programme-a-game-
changer-for-patent-applicants-or-a-misunderstood-fast-track (21-07-2026)

UAEU surpasses 400 granted patents, reinforcing leadership in research, innovation
https:/abudhabimagazine.ae/archives/146004 (23-07-2026)

GCC Pharma & Bio: Patent Expiry Reshapes IP & Regulatory Landscape
https:/ajaleen.com/gcc-pharma-bio-patent-expiry-reshapes-ip-regulatory-landscape/ (25-07-2026)
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