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1. Important topics 
 
Bahrain: Japan–Bahrain Patent Prosecution Highway Pilot Program to Commence in 20261 
 
The Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC) of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain commenced the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program on January 1, 2026. 
 
The pilot program allows applicants to request accelerated examination of patent applications in one office 
when corresponding claims have been found allowable by the other office. 
 
Unless there are particular issues, the pilot program will be automatically extended every three years. 
 
Egypt: EGIPA Reaffirms Commitment to Strengthening Copyright Protection2 

 
1 https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/soki/pph/japan_bahrain_highway.html  
2 https://sis.gov.eg/en/media-center/news/egipa-head-affirms-commitment-to-strengthening-copyright-protection/ 

https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/patent/shinsa/soki/pph/japan_bahrain_highway.html
https://sis.gov.eg/en/media-center/news/egipa-head-affirms-commitment-to-strengthening-copyright-protection/
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The Egyptian Intellectual Property Authority (EGIPA) has reaffirmed Egypt’s commitment to strengthening 
copyright protection and developing the national creativity system under the National Intellectual Property 
Strategy. 
 
The statement was made by EGIPA Chairman Hesham Azmi during his participation in a regional meeting 
of heads of copyright offices in Arab countries, held in Algiers on November 26–27, 2025. The meeting was 
organized by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in cooperation with Algeria’s National 
Office for Copyright and Related Rights. 
 
During the opening session, Azmi highlighted the role of Arab copyright offices in supporting creative 
industries and strengthening regional coordination in response to digital-era challenges, including artificial 
intelligence, digital transformation, and content protection. 
 
 
Egypt submitted a request to host the next regional forum in Cairo, expected to take place in 2027. 
 
Jordan: Jordanian Inventor Secures First US Patent in Electrical Engineering and Artificial Intelligence3 
 
The patent was granted to Kasim Ali Abu Ain for an invention titled “Topological Metabolic Analysis–Based 
Energy Management System Using Artificial Intelligence (TMA-EMS) for Electrical Power Networks.” 
 
According to the inventor, the system is designed to improve the efficiency and stability of electrical power 
networks by analyzing energy flow and supporting decision-making through artificial intelligence. The 
system applies analytical models inspired by biological pathways to optimize energy distribution and reduce 
losses. 
 
The invention addresses challenges associated with modern power grids, including the integration of 
renewable energy sources, energy storage systems, and fluctuating electrical loads. It can be applied in areas 
such as smart grids, renewable energy systems, industrial projects, smart buildings, and energy storage 
systems. 
 
Kuwait: Ministry of Commerce and Industry Shuts Two Shops Selling Counterfeit Goods4 
 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MOCI) has shut down two commercial shops for selling 
counterfeit items, as part of its enforcement actions against intellectual property violations. 
 
The closures were carried out following inspections conducted by the Ministry, which resulted in the 
identification of counterfeit goods being offered for sale. The measures were taken in accordance with 
applicable commercial and regulatory laws governing consumer protection and intellectual property 
enforcement in Kuwait. 
 
The action forms part of ongoing efforts by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to monitor markets and 
combat the circulation of counterfeit products. 
 
Lebanon: Customs Seize Counterfeit Footwear from Unlicensed Factory5 
 
Lebanese customs authorities have seized large quantities of counterfeit footwear following an operation 
against an unlicensed factory in Jadra, Chouf. 
 
The operation was conducted by the General Directorate of Customs after receiving confirmed information 
regarding illicit manufacturing activity. The facility was found to be producing shoes bearing the logos and 

 
3 https://www.petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=79652&lang=en&name=en_news  
4 https://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/moci-shuts-two-shops-selling-counterfeit-items/  
5 https://www.mtv.com.lb/en/news/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/1637411/watch--counterfeit-shoes-seized-at-the-
factory 

https://www.petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=79652&lang=en&name=en_news
https://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/moci-shuts-two-shops-selling-counterfeit-items/
https://www.mtv.com.lb/en/news/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/1637411/watch--counterfeit-shoes-seized-at-the-factory
https://www.mtv.com.lb/en/news/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/1637411/watch--counterfeit-shoes-seized-at-the-factory
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trademarks of well-known international brands, in violation of applicable trademark and commercial 
regulations. 
 
Customs officials identified the factory owner, a Syrian national, confiscated the counterfeit goods, and 
sealed the premises. The individual was transferred to the customs center in preparation for legal 
proceedings under the supervision of the competent judicial authorities. 
 
The Directorate stated that the seizure forms part of its ongoing efforts to combat commercial fraud, protect 
consumers, and address trademark infringement through targeted enforcement actions. 
 
Qatar: MOCI Expands AI Assistant to Support Patent Information Services6 
 
Qatar’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MOCI) has expanded the scope of its artificial intelligence–
based assistant, Saif, to support access to information related to patent rights. 
 
The assistant provides guidance on patent-related matters, including application procedures, 
documentation requirements, examination processes, and renewal obligations. Saif is available through 
MOCI’s digital platforms and is intended to support residents, inventors, businesses, and intellectual 
property stakeholders. 
 
According to the Ministry, the system responds to user queries in natural language and is updated to reflect 
current legislation and administrative practices relating to intellectual property. 
 
Qatar: Qatar and Republic of Korea Agree to Develop National IP Strategy7 
 
Qatar has taken a further step toward strengthening its intellectual property framework with the signing of 
an agreement on December 14, 2025, between the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and the Ministry of 
Intellectual Property of the Republic of Korea, alongside the Korea Intellectual Property Strategy Agency. 
 
The agreement forms part of Qatar’s National Intellectual Property Strategy and is intended to support the 
development of a more structured and innovation-driven IP ecosystem. It was signed on behalf of Qatar by 
H E Mohammed bin Hassan Al-Malki, Undersecretary of MOCI, and on behalf of Korea by H E Young-sun 
Kim, Minister of Intellectual Property, and Byung-soo Yoon, President of the Korea Intellectual Property 
Strategy Agency. 
 
Under the agreement, the Korean agency will prepare a comprehensive National IP Strategic plan for Qatar. 
This will include an assessment of the current IP environment, the definition of strategic objectives and 
priorities, and the development of performance indicators to support implementation. 
 
Officials from both sides highlighted the importance of enhanced cooperation in intellectual property, 
particularly in building national capabilities and drawing on Korea’s experience in developing policies that 
support innovation. The initiative aligns with Qatar National Vision 2030 and the objectives of the Third 
National Development Strategy, reflecting Qatar’s broader transition toward a knowledge- and innovation-
based economy. 
 
Türkiye: TURKPATENT Clarifies Assessment of Proof of Use for Luxury Trademarks8 
 
The Turkish Patent and Trademark Office (TURKPATENT) has reaffirmed that proof of genuine use in 
trademark opposition proceedings must be assessed in light of the commercial characteristics of the relevant 
sector, including the luxury goods market. 
 

 
6 https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/28/12/2025/mocis-saif-ai-assistant-enhances-access-to-patent-rights-information  
7 https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/15/12/2025/qatar-and-republic-of-korea-sign-agreement-to-develop-national-
intellectual-property-strategic-plan 
8 https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=e425d066-dcb1-49e8-a684-743397159a37 

https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/28/12/2025/mocis-saif-ai-assistant-enhances-access-to-patent-rights-information
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/15/12/2025/qatar-and-republic-of-korea-sign-agreement-to-develop-national-intellectual-property-strategic-plan
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/15/12/2025/qatar-and-republic-of-korea-sign-agreement-to-develop-national-intellectual-property-strategic-plan
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=e425d066-dcb1-49e8-a684-743397159a37
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In a recent decision concerning a Class 14 (watches) trademark, TURKPATENT accepted that limited sales 
volumes may constitute genuine use where goods are high-value and distributed through selective channels. 
The Office considered a combination of evidence, including invoices, catalogues, online materials, and 
information on authorized distribution points. 
 
TURKPATENT emphasized that proof of use should not rely solely on quantitative criteria and must take 
into account factors such as pricing strategy, consumer profile, and distribution model. The Office confirmed 
that a small number of high-value transactions may be sufficient to demonstrate genuine use for luxury 
goods. 
 
In the same decision, TURKPATENT distinguished genuine use from well-known trademark status, noting 
that acceptance of use does not automatically establish notoriety under Turkish law. 
 
UAE: First Online Platform for Trademark Trading Announced9 
 
The UAE Ministry of Economy and Tourism has launched TM Market Place, a new digital platform allowing 
the buying and selling of registered trademarks within a secure online environment. According to the 
Ministry, it is the first initiative of its kind in the UAE and the broader region focused on digital trademark 
trading. 
 
The platform enables trademark owners—both national and international rights holders with registrations in 
the UAE—to list and trade registered marks, with identity verification and digital payment features built into 
the system. Operational oversight will remain with the Ministry to ensure compliance with UAE trademark 
law, including Federal Decree-Law No. 36 of 2021 on Trademarks. 
 
Policy Objectives 
 
According to official statements, the initiative seeks to: 
 

• Expand commercialization of intangible assets through trademark monetization 
• Support SMEs and family businesses in leveraging brand value 
• Improve transparency in trademark transfers and valuation 
• Increase the ease of market entry for new investors 

 
The Ministry indicated that the platform aims to increase the market attractiveness of brands by up to 20% 
within the first year of operation, supported by broader efforts to strengthen IP infrastructure. 
 
Recent IP-Related Developments in the UAE 
 
The launch forms part of wider IP and trademark reforms currently underway, including: 
 

• Updated trademark fees under a new Cabinet Resolution 
• Introduction of a geographical indications (GI) registration system 
• UAE accession to the Madrid Protocol 
• Cooperation with private sector stakeholders on IP awareness and enforcement 

 
Between January and early November 2025, the UAE recorded 34,234 national and international trademark 
registrations, reflecting continued growth in IP filings. 
 
Relevance for International Businesses 
 
TM Market Place represents a new mechanism for IP commercialization in the UAE, complementing existing 
registration and enforcement systems. Dubai and Abu Dhabi continue to position IP as part of economic 
diversification, innovation policy, and SME support initiatives. 

 
9 https://www.wam.ae/en/article/bmwua9h-ministry-economy-and-tourism-launches-trademark  

https://www.wam.ae/en/article/bmwua9h-ministry-economy-and-tourism-launches-trademark
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The platform is already operational and limited to trademarks registered in the UAE. It may support future 
activity in: 
 

• IP valuation and brokerage 
• Brand acquisition and divestment strategies 
• SME financing linked to intangible assets 

 
Information on registration criteria, transaction procedures, and valuation guidelines is expected to be 
refined as adoption increases. 
 
 
 
2. Additional topics  
 
Bahrain & Saudi Arabia: 
Bahrain–Saudi Summit Unveils New Economic and Development Projects 
https://www.newsofbahrain.com/bahrain/122868.html (2025-12-03) 
 
 
Egypt: 
 
Maha al-Saghir sentenced to prison for violating intellectual property rights 
https://www.egyptindependent.com/maha-al-saghir-sentenced-to-prison-for-violating-intellectual-
property-rights/ (2025-12-28) 
 
 
Iran: 
Presidents of Kazakhstan and Iran make Joint Statement 
https://qazinform.com/news/presidents-of-kazakhstan-and-iran-make-joint-statement-7148d4 (2025-12-
11) 
 
 
Jordan: 
Bringing IP to 1,000+ Youth in Chile, Jordan & Uganda 
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/wipo-academy/w/news/2025/bringing-ip-to-1-000-youth-in-chile-jordan-
uganda (2025-12-10) 
 
 
Middle East: 
Dubai Customs and the Gulf BPG enhance cooperation to protect intellectual property 
https://mediaoffice.ae/en/news/2025/december/17-12/dubai-customs-and-the-gulf-bpg (2025-12-17) 
 
2025 IP Landscape Review: Key Legislative & Procedural Changes Across MEA 
https://www.jahcoip.com/news/2025-ip-landscape-review-key-legislative-procedural-changes-across-
mea/ (2025-12-23) 
 
 
Pakistan: 
Trademarks, AI and future of Pakistan's innovation economy 
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2580042/trademarks-ai-and-future-of-pakistans-innovation-economy 
(2025-12-01) 
 
Man Held For Copyright Violation 
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/man-held-for-copyright-violation-2096141.html (2025-12-03) 
 
 

https://www.newsofbahrain.com/bahrain/122868.html
https://www.egyptindependent.com/maha-al-saghir-sentenced-to-prison-for-violating-intellectual-property-rights/
https://www.egyptindependent.com/maha-al-saghir-sentenced-to-prison-for-violating-intellectual-property-rights/
https://qazinform.com/news/presidents-of-kazakhstan-and-iran-make-joint-statement-7148d4
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/wipo-academy/w/news/2025/bringing-ip-to-1-000-youth-in-chile-jordan-uganda
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/wipo-academy/w/news/2025/bringing-ip-to-1-000-youth-in-chile-jordan-uganda
https://mediaoffice.ae/en/news/2025/december/17-12/dubai-customs-and-the-gulf-bpg
https://www.jahcoip.com/news/2025-ip-landscape-review-key-legislative-procedural-changes-across-mea/
https://www.jahcoip.com/news/2025-ip-landscape-review-key-legislative-procedural-changes-across-mea/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2580042/trademarks-ai-and-future-of-pakistans-innovation-economy
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/man-held-for-copyright-violation-2096141.html
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Five Held Over Copyright Violations 
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/five-held-over-copyright-violations-2100613.html (2025-12-10) 
 
FIA Lahore Bust | 5 Arrested for Copyright Violations, Fake Products Seized 
https://english.aaj.tv/news/330448816/fia-lahore-bust-5-arrested-for-copyright-violations-fake-products-
seized-aaj-pakistan-news (2025-12-10) 
 
IPO Chief Urges Peshawar’s Women Entrepreneurs to Legally Protect Their Brands and Innovations 
https://ppinewsagency.com/ipo-chief-urges-peshawars-women-entrepreneurs-to-legally-protect-their-
brands-and-innovations/ (2025-12-16) 
 
Evolution, Institutional Reforms and Enforcement Challenges of Intellectual Property Rights in Pakistan: A 
Critical Analysis in the Context of CPEC and TRIPS Compliance 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/399038652_Evolution_Institutional_Reforms_and_Enforcement
_Challenges_of_Intellectual_Property_Rights_in_Pakistan_A_Critical_Analysis_in_the_Context_of_CPEC_an
d_TRIPS_Compliance (2025-12-30) 
 
 
Qatar: 
QU signs IP licensing agreements at MWC25 Doha 
https://www.gulf-times.com/article/716298/qatar/qu-signs-ip-licensing-agreements-at-mwc25-doha 
(2025-12-02) 
 
MOCI hosts workshop on geographical indications 
https://www.qatar-tribune.com/article/207756/business/moci-hosts-workshop-on-geographical--
indications (2025-12-04) 
 
 
Saudi Arabia: 
How a young Saudi inventor is looking to advance political science 
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2625301/saudi-arabia (2025-12-06) 
 
Saudi Film Confex Continues with Sessions on Investment, Intellectual Property, AI 
https://www.ksa.com/culture/saudi-film-confex-continues-with-sessions-on-investment-intellectual-
property-ai-2/ (2025-12-18) 
 
Saudi Intellectual Property Authority Launches Hackathon to Engage Young Innovators 
https://www.oananews.org/node/710905 (2025-12-26) 
 
 
Türkiye: 
Patentability Of Biotechnological Inventions Under Turkish Law 
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/patent/1713474/patentability-of-biotechnological-inventions-under-
turkish-law (2025-12-03) 
 
Turkish Courts Invalidate Trademark For Similarity To Madran Mountain Spring Water 
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/international-law/1713182/turkish-courts-invalidate-trademark-for-
similarity-to-madran-mountain-spring-water (2025-12-03) 
 
When 3D Trademarks and Designs Become an Antitrust Problem: The Turkish Competition Authority’s 
Controversial Tetra Laval Decision 
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=5a4ca059-0e9a-43d1-b5e2-2eebe0bd8c21 (2025-12-04) 
 
Digital Piracy in Turkey: Strategies for a Key Market 
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=17537beb-e14e-48a3-962a-cf45aed9e4a9 (2025-12-08) 
 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/five-held-over-copyright-violations-2100613.html
https://english.aaj.tv/news/330448816/fia-lahore-bust-5-arrested-for-copyright-violations-fake-products-seized-aaj-pakistan-news
https://english.aaj.tv/news/330448816/fia-lahore-bust-5-arrested-for-copyright-violations-fake-products-seized-aaj-pakistan-news
https://ppinewsagency.com/ipo-chief-urges-peshawars-women-entrepreneurs-to-legally-protect-their-brands-and-innovations/
https://ppinewsagency.com/ipo-chief-urges-peshawars-women-entrepreneurs-to-legally-protect-their-brands-and-innovations/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/399038652_Evolution_Institutional_Reforms_and_Enforcement_Challenges_of_Intellectual_Property_Rights_in_Pakistan_A_Critical_Analysis_in_the_Context_of_CPEC_and_TRIPS_Compliance
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/399038652_Evolution_Institutional_Reforms_and_Enforcement_Challenges_of_Intellectual_Property_Rights_in_Pakistan_A_Critical_Analysis_in_the_Context_of_CPEC_and_TRIPS_Compliance
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/399038652_Evolution_Institutional_Reforms_and_Enforcement_Challenges_of_Intellectual_Property_Rights_in_Pakistan_A_Critical_Analysis_in_the_Context_of_CPEC_and_TRIPS_Compliance
https://www.gulf-times.com/article/716298/qatar/qu-signs-ip-licensing-agreements-at-mwc25-doha
https://www.qatar-tribune.com/article/207756/business/moci-hosts-workshop-on-geographical--indications
https://www.qatar-tribune.com/article/207756/business/moci-hosts-workshop-on-geographical--indications
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2625301/saudi-arabia
https://www.ksa.com/culture/saudi-film-confex-continues-with-sessions-on-investment-intellectual-property-ai-2/
https://www.ksa.com/culture/saudi-film-confex-continues-with-sessions-on-investment-intellectual-property-ai-2/
https://www.oananews.org/node/710905
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/patent/1713474/patentability-of-biotechnological-inventions-under-turkish-law
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/patent/1713474/patentability-of-biotechnological-inventions-under-turkish-law
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/international-law/1713182/turkish-courts-invalidate-trademark-for-similarity-to-madran-mountain-spring-water
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/international-law/1713182/turkish-courts-invalidate-trademark-for-similarity-to-madran-mountain-spring-water
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=5a4ca059-0e9a-43d1-b5e2-2eebe0bd8c21
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=17537beb-e14e-48a3-962a-cf45aed9e4a9
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Turkish Court Of Cassation Invalidates Motor Oil Trademark Application In Monster Energy Drink Dispute 
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/trademark/1715378/turkish-court-of-cassation-invalidates-motor-oil-
trademark-application-in-monster-energy-drink-dispute (2025-12-08) 
 
How the Turkish Patent Office Interprets Genuine Use: Lessons from the First Administrative Non-Use 
Decisions 
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=a001790e-2432-4064-9060-7541a5b08ea5 (2025-12-
12) 
 
Turkish jeweler faces US lawsuit over ‘Lord of the Rings’ trademark 
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/culture/turkish-jeweler-faces-us-lawsuit-over-lord-of-the-rings-trademark-
3211324 (2025-12-14) 
 
Türkiye moves to globalize geographically indicated products 
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkiye/turkiye-moves-to-globalize-geographically-indicated-
products/news/amp (2025-12-15) 
 
 
UAE: 
Intellectual property discussed in fifth round of negotiations for Japan-UAE EPA 
https://www.arabnews.jp/en/japan/article_160009/ (2025-12-02) 
 
HBMSU Organizes Symposium to Advance the Development of Emirati Case Studies that Support 
Intellectual Property Protection and Enrich National Academic Content 
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/news/hbmsu-organizes-symposium-advance-development-emirati-case-
studies-support-intellectual (2025-12-08) 
 
UAEU researchers secure US patent for turning industrial waste into permanent carbon sink 
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/15x7qzr-uaeu-researchers-secure-patent-for-turning (2025-12-15) 
 
Copyright And Artificial Intelligence: Navigating Human Authorship In The MENA Region And Beyond 
https://www.mondaq.com/copyright/1719330/copyright-and-artificial-intelligence-navigating-human-
authorship-in-the-mena-region-and-beyond (2025-12-16) 
 
United Arab Emirates University awarded 50+ patents by United States Patent and Trademark Office in 
2025 
https://www.mediaoffice.abudhabi/en/education/united-arab-emirates-university-awarded-50-patents-
by-united-states-patent-and-trademark-office-in-2025/ (2025-12-18) 
 
Dubai Customs raises intellectual property awareness 
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/bndievb-dubai-customs-raises-intellectual-property (2025-12-24) 
  

https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/trademark/1715378/turkish-court-of-cassation-invalidates-motor-oil-trademark-application-in-monster-energy-drink-dispute
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https://www.arabnews.jp/en/japan/article_160009/
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/news/hbmsu-organizes-symposium-advance-development-emirati-case-studies-support-intellectual
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/news/hbmsu-organizes-symposium-advance-development-emirati-case-studies-support-intellectual
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/15x7qzr-uaeu-researchers-secure-patent-for-turning
https://www.mondaq.com/copyright/1719330/copyright-and-artificial-intelligence-navigating-human-authorship-in-the-mena-region-and-beyond
https://www.mondaq.com/copyright/1719330/copyright-and-artificial-intelligence-navigating-human-authorship-in-the-mena-region-and-beyond
https://www.mediaoffice.abudhabi/en/education/united-arab-emirates-university-awarded-50-patents-by-united-states-patent-and-trademark-office-in-2025/
https://www.mediaoffice.abudhabi/en/education/united-arab-emirates-university-awarded-50-patents-by-united-states-patent-and-trademark-office-in-2025/
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/bndievb-dubai-customs-raises-intellectual-property
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