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1. Important topics

Cote d'lvoire: Validates National Intellectual Property Strategy?!

During a workshop held from 28t to 29t of August 2025, the National Intellectual Property Strategy (SNPI)
of Céte d'lvoire was validated. The workshop was organized by the Ivorian Office of Intellectual Property
(OIPI) with support from the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and brought together almost
70 participants from government, the private and public sectors, academia, and intellectual property experts.
OIPI Director General Dr. Koffi Paul Assandé underscored the role of intellectual property (IP) in economic
transformation and industrialization. Representative of the Director General of WIPO, Mr. Emmanuel
Rugomboka, praised Céte d'lvoire’s progress and pledged continued support. Speaking on behalf of the
Minister of Trade and Industry, Mr. Mathurin Bombo stressed that the strategy is part of the government’s

vision to make IP central to boosting national competitiveness.

1 https://commerce.gouv.ci/actualite/154
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During plenary sessions, experts debated the draft strategy, focusing on awareness campaigns for creators
and SMEs, infrastructure improvements, and financial support for local inventors. The workshop ended with
consensus on the strategy’s priorities and budget. The document will be refined before being submitted for

government approval.

Kenya: The Kenya Copyright Board to Streamline the Copyright and Creative Art Sector Following
Presidential Directive?

The Kenya Copyright Board (KECOBO) announced major reforms to streamline the copyright and creative
arts sector, following a directive from the President, His Excellency Dr. William Samoei Ruto. In a public
statement released on 20 August 2025, the KECOBO confirmed that the President instructed the Board to
take immediate action to enhance efficiency and ensure fair compensation for creatives. A key initiative is
the immediate rollout of a digital royalty’s system on the e-Citizen platform, even if legislative changes are
required. The President emphasized strict enforcement of rules requiring 70 percent of collected royalties
to be allocated directly to artists. Non-compliance with the requirement will result in a Collective

Management Organization (CMO) losing its license.

To support these reforms, KECOBO is working with the Kenya Law Reform Commission and the Office of
the Attorney General to overhaul the Copyright Act to improve the management of the copyright sector for

the benefit of creatives.

KECOBO is also engaging Parliament’s Committee on Sports and Culture to advance amendments such as
the Copyright Amendment Bill. In addition, it is collaborating with stakeholders, including the Ministry of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Digital Economy, Safaricom, and the Directorate of

e-Citizen, among others.

South Africa: The Companies and Intellectual Property Commission Introduces Al-Powered Trade Mark
Image Search and Increases in Commercial Trademark Search Fees®

On 26 August 2025, the Companies and Intellectual Property Commission (CIPC) released Practice Note 2
of 2025, announcing the introduction of a new artificial intelligence (Al) image search tool for trademarks,
which is available from 1 September 2025.

The new tool is accessible through CIPC's Intellectual Property (IP) Online platform and will support both

full comprehensive commercial searches and the free basic search option.

2 https://copyright.go.ke/sites/default/files/downloads/Public%20statement%2020-08-2025%20.pdf
3 https://www.cipc.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/NOTICE-2-25-Al-SEARCH-TMK-signed.pdf
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Alongside the launch of the Al image search tool, CIPC announced increases in fees for commercial
trademark searches effective from 1 September 2025. The revised fees are:

- Database (Register) search: Increased from R14.70 to R25.00 (equivalent to USD 0.84 to USD 1.43 or JPY
123.93 to JPY 210.80) per parameter;

- Registrability search: Increased from R5.88 to R10.00 (equivalent to USD 0.34 to USD 0.57 or JPY 49.58
to JPY 84.32) per class; and

- Implementation of an Al image search at R10.00 (equivalent to USD 0.57 or JPY 84.32) per class.

These changes form part of CIPC's ongoing efforts to modernize its services and streamline the trademark

search process for businesses and intellectual property practitioners.

Uganda: Parliament Advances Consultation on Copyright and Neighboring Rights (Amendment) Bill, 20254

On 21 August 2025, the Uganda Registration Services Bureau (URSB) team, led by Board Member Annie
Katushabe, representing the Board Chairman, H.E. Amb. Francis Butagira, and Registrar General, Ms. Mercy
K. Kainobwisho, appeared before the Parliamentary Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs in

consultation on the Copyright and Neighbouring Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

Previously introduced by Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, Hon. Norbert Mao, the Bill is now
in the stakeholder consultation phase, a crucial step in ensuring that it is practical, enforceable, and
beneficial to all entities in the creative industry in Uganda. The discussions aim to align the Bill with Uganda’s
current legal framework and international standards while addressing modern challenges, including the
online misuse of creative works. The Bill, once passed, will modernize Uganda’s copyright laws, provide
stronger protection for creative content in the digital age, and foster the growth of the country’s creative

economy.

Zambia: Patents and Companies Registration Agency to Modernize Copyright Law Amid Al and Digital
Challenges®

The Patents and Companies Registration Agency (PACRA) in Zambia has begun a comprehensive review of
the country’s copyright legislation to address emerging challenges brought about by rapid advances in
technology, including artificial intelligence (Al) and digital platforms. In an interview on 30 August 2025,
PACRA Deputy Registrar for Intellectual Property, Chewe Chilufya, emphasized that the current law was
crafted during a time when most creative works were shared through physical mediums, making it outdated

in today’s digital landscape.

4 https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/12/parliament-nears-approval-of-copyright-law-amendments/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
5 https://www.zambiamonitor.com/pacra-reviews-copyright-law-to-tackle-digital-ai-challenges-video/

3



JETRO KISCH®

JAPAN EXTERNAL TRADE ORGANIZATION

The review aims to update the Copyright and Performance Rights Act (Cap. 406) to better protect the
interests of creators, safeguarding digital content from unauthorized use, and aligning Zambia’s laws with

international intellectual property standards.

2. Additional topics

AFRICA:

International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI) Global Music Report 2024 revealed Sub-
Saharan Africa Leads Growth Amid Piracy Challenges
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/african-regional-intellectual-property-organization _ip-ip4africa-
copyright-activity-7359521973573509121-

6LK?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member desktop&rcm=ACoAAFvjLSEBg2HYOPLCKy4PLvBLaJ8
OfN_ygnQ (08.08.2025)

ARIPO:

Launch of the 18t Cohort of the Master’s Degree in Intellectual Property (MIP)
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bemanya-twebaze-922255192 today-we-proudly-celebrate-the-
launch-of-ugcPost-7363225657952153602-

Rhz3/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member desktop&rcm=ACoAAAVxn4UBmxéeuédZ8acBthTL72
F5G8iB4Aw (19.08.2025)

12t Session of the Technical Committee on Copyright & Related Rights
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/african-regional-intellectual-property-organization _copyright-
creativeeconomy-activity-7364300846806847489-

LMwm?utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABBH]SUBNe6s9vY5YuQifDOS8I
9hJ34ephvQ (21.08.2025)

Harare Protocol Enters into Force in Mauritius as the 21°t Contracting State
https://www.aripo.org/public/news/The+Harare+Protocol+Enters+into+Force+for+the+Republic+of+Ma

uritius-1756309395 (27.08.2025)

Lorraine Takaendesa Chairperson of ARIPO’s Working Group on the Improvement of the ARIPO Protocols
Relating to Industrial Property
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/lorraine-takaendesa_aripo-intellectualproperty-leadership-activity-
7366439412148211712-

Mil /?utm source=share&utm medium=member desktop&rcm=ACoAAAVxn4UBmx6eubédZ8acBthTL72
F5G8jB4Aw (27.08.2025)
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Botswana:

High Court of Botswana Ruling in the Specsavers (Pty) Ltd v Strategic Ideal Holdings (Pty) Ltd Passing Off Case
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=12266e1c-834b-46f8-b6d7-
03eaa74877ea&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-

+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+News

feed+2025-08-06&utm_term= (04.08.2025)

Cape Verde:

The Intellectual Property and Quality Management Institute (IGQPI) Participated in the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Intellectual Property Rights Negotiations in Djibouti
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16yWiTxxuY/ (07.08.2025)

Service Level Agreement Signed Between the National Directorate of State Modernization (DNME) and the
Intellectual Property and Quality Management Institute (IGQPI)
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19eAxEkjZx/ (07.08.2025)

Egypt:
Egyptian Intellectual Property Authority (EGIPA) Addresses Intellectual Property Right Violation Linked to
Artificial Intelligence

https://oneworldip.com/egypt-statement-by-the-egyptian-intellectual-property-authority/ (18.08.2025)

Kenya:

Anti-Counterfeit Authority Fights Counterfeit Agrochemicals to Protect Kenyan Farmers
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anticounterfeitauthority dr-mbugua-when-farmers-fall-prey-unmasking-
activity-7358412855685099525--

HmX?utm source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFv|LSEBg2HyOPLCKy4PLvBLaJ8
OfN_ygnQ (05.08.2025)

Directorate of Criminal Investigations Uncovers US Dollar Counterfeiting Network in Ngara

https://www.kenyans.co.ke/news/115115-dci-unearths-us-dollar-counterfeiting-ring-ngara (11.08.2025)

Anti-Counterfeit Authority Seizes Ksh 10M Worth of Smuggled Counterfeit Sugar in Malindi
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anticounterfeitauthority the-anti-counterfeit-authority-kenya-activity-
7364212628635684864-

rwd5/?utm_source=share&utm _medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAVxn4UBmxéeubédZ8acBthTL72
F5G8jB4Aw (20.08.2025)

Police Arrest Suspects in Nairobi Over Pirated Daily Nation Content
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https://www.kenyans.co.ke/news/115608-police-arrest-suspects-over-piracy-daily-nation-nairobi

(25.08.2025)

Kenya Sugar Board Targets Businesses Selling Sugar lllegally

https://www.kenyans.co.ke/news/115687-kenya-sugarcane-board-kickstarts-crackdown-targeting-

businesses-selling-sugar-illegally (27.08.2025)

Anti-Counterfeit Authority Opens Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI) Tharaka
Nithi Business Expo and Calls for Vigilance Against Counterfeits
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anticounterfeitauthority the-executive-director-of-the-anti-counterfeit-
activity-7366890601423814657-

nsQv?utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABBH|SUBNe6s9vY5YuQjfDO8I%h
J34ephvQ (29.08.2025)

Morrocco:

Moroccan Office of Industrial and Commercial Property (OMPIC) and Korean Intellectual Property Office
(KIPO) Strengthen Ties to Advance Industrial Property Cooperation
http://www.ompic.ma/fr/actualites/renforcement-de-la-cooperation-entre-loffice-marocain-de-la-

propriete-industrielle-et (28.08.2025)

Nigeria:
Experts Advocate for Legal Software Practices to Safeguard Innovation and Professional Integrity
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16ce4P1tc1/ (01.08.2025)

Nigerian Copyright Commission Secures Suspension of Pirated Streaming Website
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/12LkrXxLTUV/ (01.08.2025)

Nigerian Copyright Commission Engages National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) Members on Intellectual
Property Rights
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1B%ccuqgJlJi/ (15.08.2025)

Nigerian Copyright Commission Calls for Stronger Intellectual Property Policies in Universities
https://copyright.gov.ng/dg-ncc-calls-for-proactive-intellectual-property-policy-in-nigerian-universities/

(18.08.2025)

Nigerian Copyright Commission Director-General Urges Action Against Digital Piracy, Announces New
Regulations
https://copyright.gov.ng/ncc-calls-for-intensified-action-against-online-piracy-urges-rights-holders-to-

collaborate/ (18.08.2025)
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Nigerian Copyright Commission and Accountant-General's Office Set to Strengthen Collaboration for
Creative Economy Growth

https://copyright.gov.ng/oagf-commits-to-strengthen-nigerias-creative-economy/ (18.08.2025)

Nigeria Joins Global Initiative to Combat Online Piracy with WIPQO'’s New Strategic Project

https://copyright.gov.ng/stakeholders-express-optimism-as-wipo-launches-strategic-project-to-combat-

online-copyright-piracy-in-nigeria/ (18.08.2025)

Nigerian Copyright Commission Pushes for Stronger Inter-Agency Collaboration to Combat IP Crimes in
Adamawa State
https://copyright.gov.ng/ncc-canvasses-inter-agency-collaboration-with-ndlea-nigeria-customs-service-
and-stakeholders-in-yola/ (18.08.2025)

Nigeria's Creative Sector Gains Support as Accountant-General and Copyright Commission Discuss Key
Initiatives
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1B1VZmk7Rs/ (21.08.2025)

OAPI:

Moroccan Office of Industrial and Commercial Property and OAPI Host Strategic Conference on Creative
Economy and Copyright in Yaoundé
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/oapi-linkedin_ompi-oapi-yaoundaez-activity-7356468507376582656-
0YQi?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFvjLSEBg2HyOPLCKy4PLvBLaJ8

OfN_ygnQ (01.08.2025)

EUIPO’s AfrIPI Project Boosts Geographical Indications in Africa, Empowering Local Products

https://afripi.org/en/news/impact-euipo-geographical-indications-oapi-region (05.08.2025)

Innovation for Economic Empowerment: OAPI and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)’s New Project
Paves Way for Women Entrepreneurs in Cameroon and Burkina Faso
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/oapi-linkedin_oapi-unfpacameroun-cameroun-activity-
7359018147955310593-k -

2utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFvjLSEBg2HyOPLCKy4PLvBLaJ8OfN
yenQ (06.08.2025)

OAPI and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Launch Groundbreaking Project to Empower Women
in Innovation and Agribusiness in Cameroon and Burkina Faso
https://oapi.int/2025/08/07/innover-et-sautonomiser-loapi-et-lunfpa-misent-sur-les-femmes/
(07.08.2025)
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Africa's Creative Sector Takes a Step Forward: Regional Conference Focuses on Copyright and Cultural
Innovation
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/oapi-linkedin_ompi-zoneoapi-aezcosystaeymecraezatif-activity-
7363880546461970437-
j02B/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAVxn4UBmxbéeué6dZ8acBthTL72
F5G8jB4Aw (21.08.2025)

Honoring Innovation and Creativity: OAPI's 5" Brand Awards Shine a Spotlight on African Talent
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/oapi-linkedin _libreville2025-innovation-craezativitaez-activity-
7364975132106235906-

sisH/?utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAVxn4UBmx6éeubédZ8acBthTL72
F5G8jB4Aw (23.08.2025)

Introducing the New OAPI Website: A Sleek and Streamlined Experience for All Your IP Needs
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/oapi-linkedin pi-propriaeztaezintellectuelle-innovation-activity-
7364298885114036224-
UuZt?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABBH|SUBNeé6s?vY5YuQjfDO8I%h
J34ephvQ (28.08.2025)

South Africa:

Celebrating Innovation: Walter Sisulu University (WSU) Hosts Inaugural World Innovation and Intellectual
Property Day
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/national-intellectual-property-management-office-nipmo-_innovation-
intellectualproperty-activity-7358904704145252352-

OTeB/?utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAVxn4UBmx6éeu6dZ8acBthTL7
2F5G8jB4Aw (06.08.2025)

Durban Police Confiscate Counterfeit Clothing, Electronics, and Toys in Major Springfield China Mall Raid
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2025-08-25-fake-goods-worth-r26m-confiscated-at-kzn-
china-mall-to-be-destroyed/ (25.08.2025)

Legal Battle Over Solar Panel Mounting Designs: South African Court to Rule on Trademark Infringement
https://iol.co.za/news/crime-and-courts/2025-08-27-court-rules-on-solar-panel-design-infringement-

case/ (27.08.2025)

Western Cape High Court Takes Up Solar Panel Design Dispute Amid Growing Solar Demand
https://iol.co.za/capetimes/news/2025-08-28-court-interdicts-company-in-solar-panel-design-

infringement-case/ (28.08.2025)
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Court Ruling Highlights the Power of Registered Designs in Safeguarding Innovation in South Africa
https://www.golegal.co.za/design-protection-court/ (28.08.2025)

Uganda:

Uganda Registration Services Bureau to Spotlight Copyright Protection at ARIPO Seminar
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-to-join-aripo-in-strengthening-copyright-protection-across-africas-
audio-visual-sector/ (06.08.2025)

Uganda’s Creative Sector Gains Legal Boost: Uganda Registration Services Bureau Discusses New Copyright
Bill in Digital Age
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-joins-legal-and-creative-experts-to-decode-ugandas-copyright-
neighbouring-rights-bill-2025/ (06.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau and Uganda National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (UNCCI)
Launch Campaign to Boost Trademark and Geographical Indication Registrations in Uganda

https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-chamber-of-commerce-forge-new-partnership-to-boost-trademark-

and-geographical-indication-registrations/ (06.08.2025)

New Collaboration Between Uganda Registration Services Bureau and Kampala International University
(KIU) Aims to Enhance IP Knowledge and Research Commercialization
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-kiu-partner-to-boost-intellectual-property-awareness-and-
innovation-in-higher-education/ (06.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau and International Trademark Association Forge Deeper Collaboration
to Promote IP Protection and Policy Engagement
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-inta-to-roll-out-joint-ip-capacity-building-and-policy-engagement-
initiatives/ (06.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau Strengthens Intellectual Property Protection for Pharmaceutical
Innovations

https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/12/ursb-trains-qcil-teams-to-guard-against-ip-infringement/ (12.08.2025)

Uganda Manufacturers Association and Uganda Registration Services Bureau join forces to fight counterfeit
products and trademark infringement
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/12/ursb-guides-tissue-manufacturers-on-combating-counterfeits-and-
protecting-brands/ (12.08.2025)



https://www.golegal.co.za/design-protection-court/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-to-join-aripo-in-strengthening-copyright-protection-across-africas-audio-visual-sector/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-to-join-aripo-in-strengthening-copyright-protection-across-africas-audio-visual-sector/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-joins-legal-and-creative-experts-to-decode-ugandas-copyright-neighbouring-rights-bill-2025/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-joins-legal-and-creative-experts-to-decode-ugandas-copyright-neighbouring-rights-bill-2025/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-chamber-of-commerce-forge-new-partnership-to-boost-trademark-and-geographical-indication-registrations/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-chamber-of-commerce-forge-new-partnership-to-boost-trademark-and-geographical-indication-registrations/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-kiu-partner-to-boost-intellectual-property-awareness-and-innovation-in-higher-education/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-kiu-partner-to-boost-intellectual-property-awareness-and-innovation-in-higher-education/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-inta-to-roll-out-joint-ip-capacity-building-and-policy-engagement-initiatives/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/06/ursb-inta-to-roll-out-joint-ip-capacity-building-and-policy-engagement-initiatives/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/12/ursb-trains-qcil-teams-to-guard-against-ip-infringement/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/12/ursb-guides-tissue-manufacturers-on-combating-counterfeits-and-protecting-brands/
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/12/ursb-guides-tissue-manufacturers-on-combating-counterfeits-and-protecting-brands/

JETRO KISCH®

JAPAN EXTERNAL TRADE ORGANIZATION

Uganda Law Society advocates for Al regulations in the Copyright and Neighboring Rights Amendment Bill
2025
https://allafrica.com/stories/202508140022.html (13.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau strengthens partnership with SINO Uganda Mbale Industrial Park to
enhance business compliance
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/19/ursb-engages-mbale-industrial-park-manufacturers-on-compliance-and-
intellectual-property/ (19.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau and International Trademark Association Strengthen Partnership to
Boost Intellectual Property Awareness and Policy Development in Uganda
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/19/ursb-inta-to-roll-out-joint-ip-capacity-building-and-policy-engagement-
initiatives-2/ (19.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau to host event on protecting intellectual property for MSMEs and
fashion designers

https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/26/ursb-to-host-brand-protection-symposium-for-entrepreneurs-and-

designers/ (26.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau Team Presents Key Clarifications on Copyright and Neighboring Rights
Bill Before Parliamentary Committee

https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/26/registrar-general-leads-ursb-team-in-parliament-clarifies-copyright-bill-

provisions/ (26.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau and Uganda National Bureau of Standards Strengthen Collaboration
on Product Compliance and Consumer Protection
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/26/ursb-unbs-strengthen-ties-in-fight-against-counterfeit-goods/
(26.08.2025)

Uganda Strengthens Copyright Laws with New Takedown Provisions in the Copyright and Neighboring
Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2025
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/26/ursb-attorney-generals-office-respond-to-issues-raised-by-stakeholders-
in-the-copyright-bill/ (26.08.2025)

Uganda Registration Services Bureau and University of Kisubi Host IP Clinic to Empower Researchers and
Innovators in Uganda
https://ursb.go.ug/2025/08/26/kisubi-innovators-trained-on-intellectual-property-protection-and-
commercialization/ (26.08.2025)
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Empowering Africa's Creative Economy: African Regional Seminar on Copyright & Related Rights in the

Audiovisual Sector
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/uganda-registration-services-bureau_copyright-audiovisual-creatives-
activity-7367066082743959553-

nDPX?utm_source=share&utm medium=member desktop&rcm=ACoAABBH|SUBNebs9vY5YuQifDO8I?

hJ34ephvQ (29.08.2025)

Zanzibar:
Zanzibar IP Office Announces Increased Official Fees

https://www.golegal.co.za/ip-services-zanzibar/ (05.08.2025)
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